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AUSTRALIA 


BRLEFS 


HAYDEN ATTENDS MEETING ON CYPRUS--The minister of foreign affairs, Mr Hayden, 
leaves for New York today for a meeting of the special commonwealth action 
group on Cyprus. The group was established during the recent meeting of the 
commonwealth heads of government in New Delhi. Mr Hayden will be joined by 
the foreign ministers of India, Guyana, Nigeria, and Zambia and the commonwealth 
secretary general, Mr Ramphal. The action group will work with the United 
Nations to bring the Turkish and Greek communities on Cyprus to negotiations 
tollowing the declaration of independence by the Turkish community last month. 
Mr Havden said Australia hoped for a negotiated settlement as soon as possible 
to ensure the island's sovereignty, unity, and territorial integrity. [Text] 
{[BK171445 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 17 Dec 83] 


NIGERLAN COUP ANALYZED--The acting minister for foreign affairs, Mr Willis, 

has said a full assessment of the situation in Nigeria is not yet available 
following the military coup there. However, he said the Australian Government 
regretted as a matter of principle the overthrow of an elected government and 
hoped tor an early return to a democratically elected government in Nigeria. 

Mr Willis said the Australian high commissioner in Lagos had reported that all 
staff was safe and well and that there had been no reports of harm to Australian 
citizens. [Text] [BK020634 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 0430 GMT 

2 Jan 84) 
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INDONESIA 


FOOD SHORTAGES REPORTED IN STRIFE-TORN E. TIMOR 
BKO1LO702 Hong Kong AFP in English 0619 GMT 1 Jan 84 
[Report by Gilles Bertin] 


[Text] Jakarta, 1 Jan (AFP)--Severe food shortages have stricken parts of 
East Timor following recent Indonesian military operations against pro- 
independence guerrillas in the former Portuguese colony, diplomatic and Roman 
Catholic Church sources here said. 


The Indonesian Army began a counter-insurgency drive in August against the 
Revolutionary Front for the Liberation of East Timor (Fretilin), said to number 
a tew hundred guerrillas with fairly active local support. An estimated 

10 ,000-12,000 Indonesian troops, backed by helicopters, AMX tanks and counter- 
insurgency Bronco OV10-Type aircraft, have been involved in operations in the 
territory, which Jakarta annexed by force in December 1975. 


Church sources here said the military move had completely disrupted already pre- 
carious food supplies in the territory of 550,000 people, the majority of whom 
are Catholic. Crops have been destroyed and farmers have been unable to get to 
their fields or to forage food in the forests, they said. In the central 

region of Viqueque and the eastern region of Lospalos, food shortages have been 
aggravated by a flood of refugees, with some 3,000 currently living around the 
city of Viqueque. The serious scarcity of food in various areas has been con- 
firmed by diplomatic and other sources in the Indonesian capital. 


In a confidential letter dated late last month, the papal administrator in the 
East Timor capital of Dili, Monsignor Carlos Filipe Ximines Belo, expressed 
concern over the problem of hunger and food shortages. The 35-year-old 

Msgr Belo, generally considered a moderate, took over as papal administrator 
in May from the popular Monsignor Da Costa Lpes, known for his opposition to 
the "Indonesianization"” of East Timor. The move was interpreted as a goodwill 
gesture towards Jakarta by the Vatican. But reliable sources here said the 
new papal representative later received a written warning from the local 
religious affairs office following a sermon in October in which he protested 
against the “arrests and violence in East Timor.” 


However, on November 17 the conference of Indonesian bishops, often considered 
close to the local authorities, sent a six-page letter to Timorese clergy 
assuring them of their support and calling for the respect of human rights in 
East Timor. "We have met in our hearts with all, but especially with those who 








have lost parents, relatives and friends, with those who have lost their 
possessions, with those who have lost aay source of income and even with 
those who have lost their lives,” the bishops said. 


It was the first time that the conference of Indonesian bishops had expressed in 
an open letter their concern over the situation on East Timor as they urged 
ofticials to work in a “spirit of honesty” to resolve the situation. 


Meanwhile, arrests continue: 600 people brought in for questioning recently 

in Dili, 125 in Baucau and ™& in Viqueque, well-informed sources said. Eight 
schoolchildren, ages 14-15, were arrested in Viqueque and held "for several 

days in a room so narrow they could not asleep,” said one Catholic source. 

Dozens of people, including three children, were hauled away by unknown abductors 
in civilian clothes, the sources said. They expressed fear that those abducted 
could meet the same fate as the 3,000-4,000 presumed criminals who have been 
executed by the “mystery killers” stalking the entire archipelago since April. 


Some 130 auxiliary Timorese troops attached to the Indonesian Army were disarmed 
and arrested, the sources said. Ninety were still in custody and the fate of 
the others was not known. In August, 86 militiamen deserted with their weapons 
to join Fretilin. 


The toll ot clashes between the Indonesian Army and Fretilin is extremely 
difficult to establish since the military operations remain "top secret" 
in Jakarta, where rumors circulate of major battles, 


Army Commander-in-Chief General Benny Murdani, who is Catholic, made a Christmas 
appeal to Fretilin guerrillas “in the mountains, in the jungles, in the grottos 
and the cities” to give themselves up. Sources here said the military operations 
could end next month. 


East Timor is totally cut off from the rest of the world and special authoriza- 
tion is required to visit or even telephone there. The U.S. military attache 
in Jakarta traveled to the territory last month at the personal invitation of 
General Murdani, diplomatic sources said. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been barred for “security 
reasons" from the interior of East Timor. It can send representatives only to 
Dili and the island of Atauro off the provincial capital where some 2,100 
prisoners, presumed Fretilin sympathizers, are confined. But the Red Cross 
continues its program to reunite families and about a dozen Timorese were able to 
emigrate legally to Portugal recently. 


The diplomatic impasse on East Timor remains as the United Nations, which does 


not recognize Indonesia's annexation of the territory, pursues its efforts to 
resolve the more than eight-year-old problem. 


CSO: 4200/338 














INDONESIA 


FINANCE MINISTER ON FOURTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN FINANCING 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 1 Nov 83 pp 1, 1l 
[Article: "Finance Minister on 37th Finaace Day: Tax Laws Must be Changed”) 


[Excerpts] Radius Prawiro, minister of finance, stated that the tax laws, 
which date back to the colonial period, must be replaced by regulations more 
in line with national development needs. 


The minister made this statement Monday [30 October] in his opening remarks 
at the commemoration of the 37th anniversary of Finance Day in front of the 
finance building in Jakarta. He said that these changes also included a 
simplification of the present tax system. 


He said that this simplification covered types of tax, tax rates and ways of 
paying taxes. Tax reform covered procedural, administrative, disciplinary 
and attitudinal reforms to the tax apparatus. 


He hoped that the tax burden would be more equitable and realistic so that it 
would give some the impetus to be aware of the duty to pay their tax burden 
and it would prevent others from using opportunities to avoid their tax 
obligations. 


Needs 


In another part of his speech Minister Radius said that we must increase 
government revenues as much as possible and at the same time limit routine 
expenditures to those most needed for development and for carrying out the 
government's tasks. 


In fact, he said, the government is continually trying to increase state 
revenues, especially tax revenues. 


“We are all aware that we can no longer fully depend on revenues from oil and 
natural gas to fund Repelita IV [Fourth Five-Year Plan]," said Radius. 


Therefore, he added, it is necessary to the success of Repelita IV to 
increase nonoil revenues, especially in the areas of direct and indirect 


taxes. 








Credit Policies 


In connection with the background and goals of recent government decisions to 
increase savings and time-deposit interest rates and to institute changes in 
credit policies, the minister explained that this was intended to increase 
and strengthen the Indonesian economy and to mobilize our own strengths for 
continuing development. 


In his opinion, if the banks succeed in collecting large-scale deposits from 
the public they can be directed towards an increase in the availability of 
credit in the villages and can provide an impetus for the creation of 
employment opportunities. 


Increasing development requires ever increasing expenditures and so it is the 
duty of all financial institutions to work harder and more effectively and 
efficiently to raise funds from the public and channel them into areas of 
high priority, said Radius Prawiro. 


9846 
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INDONESIA 


FLVE PERCENT ECONOMIC GROWTH RATE IN PELITA IV CONSIDERED 


Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 1 Nov 83 pp 1, 12 


(Article: "Ekuin Minister: 48 Projects Rescheduled. Five Percent Economic 
Growth Rate Realistic for Next Five Years"] 


[Excerpts] 
Ali Wardhana 


The most important thing in the coming Pelita IV [Fourth Five-Year Plan] is 
that a five percent yearly economic growth rate in the next five years is 
realistic. This growth figure is not a target but a realistic estimate based 
on pragmatic and conservative assumptions about the current economic 
situation in the world and in Indonesia. 


Pelita IV plans also point to continued emphasis on industrialization to 
create employment opportunities and to increase the volume and value of raw 
materials and unprocessed commodity exports. 


Prof Dr Ali Wardhana, coordinating minister for economics, finance and 
industry [Ekuin] and development supervision, said this Monday evening 

[31 October] at the 14th world congress of the International Association of 
Financial Executives Institute held in Jakarta. 


The main goal of national development over the last 16 years will not change. 
If we examine the developmental patterns and their basic philosophy, we will 
see consistency and continuity. 


At the beginning of his working paper entitled "Indonesia, a Case of Economic 
Development" the minister said that even though Indonesia is facing economic 
difficulties, the government is trying to overcome them in a pragmatic and 
realistic way. "We will achieve balanced development and will fulfill the 
basic needs of the Indonesian people,” said Minister Ali Wardhana. 


Indonesia not only faces internal challenges but also faces recent world 
turbulence. 














The minister of Ekuin also briefly analyzed the events that have taken place 
Since Pelita I in 1969. 


Political Motivation 


He agrees with Henry Kissinger, ex secretary of state of the United States, 
who said in his memoirs that the key to economic policy is political, not 

technical. Preciely because of that world economic conditions are becoming 
less stable in that political motivations are sometimes hard to anticipate. 


The minister of Ekuin said that Indonesia's financial policy has been the 
same whether the world is turbulent or not. Indonesia has conceived certain 
principles which are the guidelines for economic planning, and these 
principles have been applied consistently for 16 years. 


At this congress the minister of Ekuin also explained the policies which the 
Indonesian goverment put into effect recently and which they consider 
essential to the implementation of Pelita IV: raising the price of fuel, 
devaluing the rupiah, revising the timetable for government projects, and 
the monetary policy of 1 July, 1983. 


The minister stated that Indonesia had taken steps to avoid the kind of 
situation faced by some other countries which have been unable to repay their 
foreign debts. "For some years now we have tried to restrict the level of 
our foreign debt service ratio to 20 percent of our export income. And yet, 
because of the weakness in our foreign markets the 20 percent figure of the 
1982/83 fiscal year reached 22 percent in 1983/84. We estimate that this 
figure will rise to 24 percent. "We will keep on monitoring it and we will 
continue to monitor the level of private-sector foreign debts," he said. 


Timetable Revised 


The minister said that the government had decided to revise the timetable for 
48 projects involving the expenditure of large amounts of foreign exchange 
for importing capital goods. He said that revising the timetable for these 
projects would save US $3 billion of foreign exchange in the current fiscal 
year. 


"This will also mean reducing the balance of payments deficit to a manageable 
level," he said. He said that revising the timetable was not a sign of 
retreat for Indonesia. 


He reminded us that the world recession had in general had a bad effect on 
the world in 1982 and that Indonesia had begun to feel it at the end of that 
year. In addition to the sharp decline in the value and volume of oil 
exports the world economic recession had decreased the amount of capital and 
foreign exchange in the Indonesian economy. 


The minister emphasized that it was necessary to simplify goverment 











regulations in order to provide an impetus to the private sector in 
Indonesian development. 


"This summer we launched efforts to fix up the bureaucracy and to reduce 
complicated procedures,” said Ali Wardhana. 


Other steps taken by the government have been to simplify the Indonesian tax 
structure to make it more efficient in collecting taxes. "We hope that the 
simplification of the tax system, providing tax certainty and justice, will 
have healthy effects on the activities of the private sector," he added. 


9846 
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INDONESTA 


GOLKAR FACTION IN PARLIAMENT TO BE REORGANIZED 
Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 1 Nov 83 gp 1, 2 
[Article: "FKP Chairman, R. Sukardi: FKP will be Reorganized" ] 


[Excerpts] Because of the large number of FKP [Development Work Faction] 
members who are in the new DPP [Party Leadership Council] of Golkar the FKP 
in the DPR [Parliament] will be reorganized. R. Sukardi, chairman of the FKP 
said this to reporters at the Parliament building on Monday [31 October]. 


In response to reporters’ questions Sukardi was still reluctant to say 
exactly who will be withdrawn from the FKP leadership. He only said that 
Sarwono, who is now the FKP secretary, would be withdrawn from the FKP 
leadership in order to handle the DPP. 


Sukardi stated that because of the large number of FKP members who are in the 
Golkar DPP leadership, there would certainly be a reorganization in the 
faction. But, he added, this all depends on the decisions to come out of a 
future DPP meeting. 


Sukardi said that Sarwono's position as secretary general takes a lot of his 
time, and so he cannot also be secretary of the FKP. Sukardi said that the 
secretary general of the DPP is given full authority for political life. He 
is the prime mover in Golkar's politics. 


This is different from other executives. Sukardi said that the other DPP 
members have a lot of time. Because DPP executives are policy-makers their 
work is not of a bureaucratic nature. 


One reporter asked whether the FKP leaders who are also DPP leaders would 
remain as leaders of the faction. Sukardi answered: "This will be decided 
case by case," adding that Sarwono would be withdrawn from the leadership of 
the faction. "It will certainly be Sarwono," Sukardi stated. 


9846 
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INDONESIA 


GOVERNMENT NOT TO MAKE DECISIONS NOT SUPPORTED BY ULEMAS 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 1 Nov 83 pp 1, 11 
[Article: "Government not to Make Decisions without Moslem Scholars" ] 


[Excerpts] Minister of religion H. Moenawir Sjadzali said that the government 
would not take any steps or make any policy which was not approved by Islamic 
law or supported »by Moslew scholars. 


Because of that the Council of Moslem Scholars has played a decisive role in 
the new order, especially in making various decisions about government 
policies. 


Minister Moenawir revealed this on Sunday evening [30 October] in Anjong Mon 
Mata Banda Aceh at a meeting held with the All-Aceh Moslem Scholars Council, 

social leaders, Muspida [Regional Leadership Council], young people, students 
and educators, in a series of meetings held during his two-day visit to Aceh. 


"The government cannot possibly minimize or castrate Islam or box in its 
faith,” said the minister, adding that the decisions of the 1983 MPR 
[People's Consultative Congress] were infused with religion, especially 
Islam. 


According to the MPR's GBHN [main outline of national direction] religion is 
one of the fundamentals of the Indonesian people and nation, which is based 
on Pancasila and the 1945 constitution, and it is a reflection of national 
unanimity. 


Because of that, the Council of Moslem Scholars, in attempting to increase 
the public's participation in the development so much desired by all 
Indonesians, in partnership with the government. should give its "guidance" 
to people and not just want to "please the boss”. 


9846 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


BATAM ISLAND DEVELOPMENT--President Suharto has said that the industrial and 
trade development in Batam Island is not unrelated to the development of 
Singapore as one of the outstanding trade and finance centers in Asia. Stating 
that Indonesia does not want to compete with Singapore, he said Indonesia 

hopes tor the development of Singapore as one of the prominent finance centers 
in the world. This is not only because development is in accordance with 
Singapore's dynamism but also because development is beneficial for bilateral 
economic relations in general and for Batam Island in particular. Having 
inaugurated development projects in Batam Island, President Suharto is scheduled 
to make a short visit to Singapore today for talks on various issues with 

Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew. [Excerpts] [BK271409 Jakarta Domestic Service 

in Indonesian 1200 GMT 27 Dec 83] 


[1IMOR REBELS--Armed Forces Commander Benni Murdani has called on those who still 
daydream of setting up East Timor state to surrender and join their Indonesian 
brethren in working together to achieve a just and prosperous society based 

on Pancasila. Armed Forces Commander Murdani has guaranteed fair and humani- 
tarian treatment to those who renounce their wrong deeds. The armed forces 
commander mide the call during a Christmas celebration with troops assigned in 
isolated areas in East Timor. On that occasion, General Murdani extended his 
Christmas greetings to all Indonesian troops wherever they are being assigned 

to and to all Indonesian people who are Protestants and Roman Ca.holics. 

(Text | [BK271305 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 1200 GMT 27 Dec 83] 


DECREASING UNHUSKED PADDY PURCHASE--The head of the distribution and purchasing 
section of the East Timor Logistics Depot Office has disclosed in Dili that up 
until December 1983, the office had purchased only 580 tons of unhusked paddy 
out of the 1,000-metric ton target for 1983--a decrease of 4 metric tons from 
that of the corresponding period in 1982. The nonachievement of the target is 
attributed to the lack of competent personnel, traditional land cultivation, 
and a long drought. [Summary] [Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 
1 Jan 84 BK] 

















KENEFLIS OF INTEGRATION--The chairman of East Timor regional legislative 
assembly (Fauzi Palengko) has said that since Last Timor's integration with 
Indonesia, development in the province has made great progress. Since inte- 
yration with Indonesia in 1976, the people of East Timor have experienced 
progress in various fields, such as education, health, agriculture, animal 
husbandry, and other development facilities. According to (Fauzi Palengko), 
this proves to the world that the decision of the East Timor people to inte- 
grate with their Indonesian brethren from Sabang to Jayapura was indeed a 
correct decision. The chairman of East Timor regional legislative assembly 
said this at a radio address in Dili greeting the Christmas and the New Year. 
[Text] [BKO11532 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 0700 GMT 1 Jan 84 ] 


OLL AMENDMENT AGREEMENT--Pertamina state-owned oil company and P.T. Caltex 
Pacitic Indonesia signed an amendment agreement on production sharing contract 
after the two sides held negotiations for about 4 months. Signing the amend- 
ment agreement were Yudo Sumbono, Pertamina's president director; Harun al Rashid, 
chairman of P.T. Caltex's board of directors; and Minister of Mines and Energy 
Subroto. According to Minister Usbroto, Indonesia and the contractor agree to 
split ratio of 88 to l2 for oil, and 70 to WO for natural gas. The contractor 

is also obliged to pay company tax on imports, dividends, bonuses to the 
government. [Text] [BK280245 Jakarta International Service in English 0800 GMT 

25 Dec 83 BK] 


MOKHTAR ON PRC TIES--Indonesia says Third World countries should be allowed to 
state their views on the nuclear arms issue. Speaking to reporters, Foreign 
Minister Dr Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja said he considered the nuclear arms race as 
one of the major threats facing the world ir the coming year. He wamed that 
the world's fate should not depend only on the two superpowers. Other nations 
should have a say in the matter. Commenting on Indonesia's foreign policy, 

Dr Mokhtar said relations had improved with Japan, the country's main economic 
partner. Tokyo had convinced Jakarta that its growing defense program did not 
have expansionist aims. But Dr Mokhtar noted little progress had been made 
this year towards resuming diplomatic relations with China. [Excerpts] 
[BK301455 Singapore Domestic Service in English 1100 GMT 30 Dec 83] 





U.S. DECISION ON UNESCO--Jakarta, 30 Dec (AFP)--Indonesia regrets the U.S. de- 
cision to withdraw from the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), Foreign Minister Mokhtar Kusumaatmaia said today. The 

U.S. State Department announced yesterday that it planned to pull out of the 

UN agency towards the end of next year in line with UNESCO rules that a country 
must give one-year notice of its withdrawal plan. MrMokhtar told the press 

that Indonesia understood the reasons for the U.S. move but nevertheless regretted 
it, all the more so since there was now a trend towards reasonableness and 
moderation within UNESCO. [Text] [BK301555 Hong Kong AFP in English 0823 GMT 

W Dec 83] 


CSO: 4200/338 
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KAMPUCHEA 


COLUMNIST ANALYZES KAMPUCHEAN FOOD SHORTAGE 
Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 8 Dec 83 p 13 
[Article by Jacques Bekaert] 


[Text] There is growing consensus that the recent dry season rice harvest in 
Kampuchea has been far below target and that the coming rainy season harvest 
could be even worse. The deficit could reach 300,000 tons of rice. Maybe 
more. 


A recent official American estimate says "the major concern is not the food 
situation now but what it will be in six months." 


The effect of a new rice shortage could be extremely alarming for the civilian 
population of Kampuchea. Most of the people are surviving on a 12kg of rice a 
month ration. Food specialists consider this figure to be less than suffi- 
cient. 


A recent report “on the nutrition situation in Kampuchea" written by Dr Wil 
H.P. Schreurs, dated March 1983, confirms an earlier document provided by a 
team of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) late last year. 


According to the Dutch professor, “among the group surveyed, the prevalence 
of moderate/severe malnutrition is increasing with age: 25 percent for 
children up to one year; 61 percent for children of one to six years and 71 
percent for children of seven to 12 years." 


A special circular issued by the KPRP (Kampuchea's pro-Vietnamese communist 
party) Committee Secretariat (Circular No 278) and dated September 7, 1983 
tries to warn people of coming difficulties and raise alarm on the future food 
situation. 


"This year's rainy season rice production will end within only more than a 
month. Judging from the work done up to August 30, 1983, this production 
drive is slow. We had just completed almost 800,000 hectares of the trans- 
planted acreage: that is, only about 50 percent of the plan. 


"The acreage of the floating and late rice transplanted since the beginning 
of the season did not meet the plan due to prolonged drought. This year's 
rainfall was late for a month, and when the rain started to fall we did not 
mobilise forces to begin plowing, sowing and transplanting on time." 
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foday the situation is not dramatic yet. It is not good, because of some 

of the huge problems facing Kampuchea and the massive destructions inflicted 
on the intrastructure of the country during the past 13 years. As a nutrition 
specialist told us, “lL2kg of rice can hardly be considered a ‘normal’ ration, 


even if it is complemented with substantial diet." 


But, says the American report, dated November 10, 1983, "We are unaware of 
any geographical area in which there is currently a food emergency in 
Kampuchea.” 


Recent arrivals at the border do indeed rarely give food shortage as a prime 
reason for coming over to the nationalist camps. 


The FAO observer in Phnom Penh estimates that the crop loss because of the 
drought could be as much as 20 percent. It is too early to give a figure 
for the loss suffered because of flooding. According to recent visitors to 
Kampuchea, flooding is extensive in the western provinces with Battambang 
being worst hit. 


Situation 


A November assessment from the NOAA (the US weather bureau) so describe the 
situation in the region: "As the 1983 southwest monsoon finally recedes 

from Southeast Asia, losses from near record flooding continue to mount. 

For Kampuchea, early reports indicate a 300,000 loss to the rice crops. Thus 
damage to the agriculture may exceed US$90 million in Kampuchea, which 
normally raises 2.4 million hectares of rice each year. Areas hit the worst 
include the province of Battambang, Siem Reap, Oddar Meanchey and Pursat 
which raise 30 percent of the nation's rice. Food shortages are expected." 


The KPRP circular resembles sometimes a crash course in rice planting and 
harvesting. It has a tone of emergency. 


"In our country, rice, subsidiary crops, industrial crops and other agricul- 
tural products for export are mainly planted in the rainy season. This is 
why the agricultural production plan for the whole year focuses on the 

rainy season production. If the rainy season does not succeed according 

to the plan or if it is excessively below the plan, it will cause many 
difficulties to the people's living coaditions and next year's production. 
Moreover the restoration of the industrial sector, the trade circulation, 
and the import-export sector will be disrupted..." 


The circular urge every sector of the economy, such as trade, communica- 
tions, transport, finance and banks (?) to provide all possible aid to the 


peasants. 


"Do not use the irresponsibility of any sector as a cause for any delay in 
the planting season or for the damage of crops. Send the armed forces to 
crack down on the enemy elements causing disturbances in any area in order 
to protect the people and enable them to launch production drive." 


14 














The main flooding--and thus problem--is in the region where anti-Vietnamese 
resistance forces are the most active, as implicitly recognised by the circu- 
lar. 


According to a broadcast by Phnom Penh Radio on October 14, “over 88 percent 
of the planned rainy season acreage has been planted by September 30, modest 
increase over last year." If the rains of October were at first more than 
welcome the resulting flooding could be a catastrophe; the water resistant 
rice could start rotting if the water stays too long. 


The American report adds, “It seems safe to say the crop will be the worse 
than last year, but how much worse is not clear.” 


Recent visitors in Phnom Penh were told at the Ministry of Agriculture (by 
all account the best ministry in the people's Republic of Kampuchea, although 
severely understaffed) that the deficit could reach 360,000 tons of rice. 


One question remains: Would emergency assistance given by Western nations 
be of a political nature and serve the present pro-Vietnamese government in 
Kampuchea? 


Everybody seems to agree that in a few months, six maybe, Kampuchea will face 
another emergency. If aid does not come, it will have many consequences. 
Political in the sense that probably more people will take refuge at the 
border (and this would happen during the dry season, a time when military 
activities are usually of some intensity). 


Confidence 


It will also undermine people's confidence in the ability and capacity of 
the present authorities. That confidence, according to many accounts from 
newly arrived men and women from the Phnom Penh area, is already pretty low. 


So yes, omergency assistance will have political implications. Implications 
that cannot be avoided. The fairness of distribution is still somewhat of 

a question. It is the case of almost any kind of emergency assistance in a 
land torn by conflict. 


But the plight of the innocent Kampucheans has to be considered too. They 
will be the first ones to suffer. Especially the so-called "vulnerable 
groups" (they are indeed), children, lactating women, old people, hospital- 
ised patients, orphans, widows, disabled people. They represent approxi- 
magely, according to Dr Schreur's report, 35 percent of the total population. 


Anyone who has been recently in Kampuchea can testify cf the extent of the 
damage done to the population by the extreme hardship imposed on the people 
by the Khmer Rouge communist regime and the poor conditions still prevailing 


today in the country. 


The most common problems result from severe malnutrition: subcutaneous fat 
deficiency, muscle wasting, marasmus, anaemia, apathy, sore eyes, hair 
dispigmentation, cutaneous lesions, angular stomatitis dermatitis, ulcers, 
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nutritional oedema and infections of respiratory and gastro-intestinal tract 
(Dr Schreurs). 


Of course it raises serious question about the adequacy of the aid provided 
to Kampuchea by friendly nations of the Eastern bloc. Vietnam is in no 
position to provide much, but what abcut the Soviet Union and other West 
European countries? 


Kampuchean doctors told us a few months ago in Phnom Penh how desperate the 
medical situation was, almost five years after the defeat of the Khmer Rouge 
regime. 


Dr Schreurs' report is pessimistic: "Health resources and medical services 
remain very poor. The supply of medicines is far below acceptable standards 
even for poor developing countries, and the situation is nearing a deep 
crisis." 


For the people of Kampuchea, the tragedy is far from over. And more than 
ever the urgent necessity of a political solution to the drama is obvious 
to anyone with the slightest compassion for the people of Kampuchea. 


CSO: 4200/313 
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COLUMNIST VIEWS POLITICAL, 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS 


Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 10 Dec 83 p 4 


{Article by Jacques Bekaert] 


[Text] 


AMERICAN historian = Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr once called Laos “a 
state by diplomatic courtesy” Life 
indeed has never been easy for the 
former Kingdom of Lane Xang (Mil- 
lion Elephants) The efforts of so 
many rulers to build a strong na- 
tional identity have for the most part 
failed The problem is still there 
today Laos is made of almost 70 
different ethnic groups with none 
ting a big majority. 

ean Hiebert, writing for the 
American ~ py pees (A 
1982). quoted the late 
“Laos is neither a seegrephical 7 
an ethnic entity, but merely a politi- 
cal convenience ” 

Surrounded by more powerful 
neighbours (China, Thailand, Viet- 
nam). contempora wy st | Laotian leaders 
have always looked for external sup- 

It has been France, Thailand or 

‘tetnam. Sometimes the three at the 

aame time 


Vietnam's relatively merry J pres. 
ence in Laos today fits an old histori- 


cal pattern. Vietnam has in a sense 
ae from the French colonial 


a al cet forces 
thought they could get better aid 
from Hanoi in their struggle 

Eight years after becoming a Peo- 
ple's Democratic Republic, Laos still 
faces enormous problems Its full 
independence is still a question 
mark, its future still unclear 

It 1# also the only one of the three 
Indochinese countries that manages 
to keep diplomatic relations with 
East and West This is in fact benefi- 
cial because it gives a very poor 
nation access to a wide range of 
foreign assistance 
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From the statistical viewpoint, 
time in Laos appears to be moving 
very slowly. In 1960 the average 
annual growth rate was 1.9 per cent; 


20 years later it is 1.8 cent The 
ee ae nd was 
and still is 42, the life expectancy has 

from 44 years to 43 43. Only the 


Senous 
Ce boon made in the leeracy rate 
over 15 years. It went from 28 


to 41 per cent while secondary school 


has 
from 1 to 16 per cent. (World 
Development Report quoted by 


ina, published by the  Econenniat 
Intelligence Unit). 
The major accomplishment of the 


is certainly a step in a 
country that for decades was on the 
verge of famine and heavily depend- 
ent of foreign assistance to feed its 


Although Laos is very much a rural, 


country, where 90 per cent of the 
population is involved in agriculture, 
it owes an important part of its 
income to the Nam Ngum hydroelec- 
tric power station which moat 
of its electricity to Thai 

A fifth turbine is being financed by 
OPEC funds and IDA assistance. 
Here too the success is worth SS eee 
Total electrical production awe 
by 244 per cent ~~ 197 

1980. 

Chinese assistance, important 
until 1978, has been replaced, more 
and more, by Comecon involvement 
Laos is not known for its efficiency 


LAOS 














CSO: 


and today Seowret assistance  in- 


CTeAsINg ON 4 Preect by project base 

Swedens International Develop- 
ment Agency did in 1943 provide 
non repayable assistance worth $2 7 
million for forestry development and 
about $4 million tq improve economic 
and social cooperation between the 
two coutries 

Japan has marginally increased its 
contribution ‘from $3 to $35 mil- 
leon), while not surprisingly, various 
agreements were sagned recently 
with Vietnam A July 22 memoran- 
dum for development in Savannak- 
het Province will see Laotian techni- 
cians go to Vietnam for training. Two 
days later a three vear cooperation 
agreement was signed between the 
finance minitries of the two coun- 
trees 

It will, of course, give Hanoi better 
control over its neighbours. The con- 
struction of roads linking northern 
Laos with Vietnam (two of these were 
completed this vear! should be seen 
in the same perepective 

Assistance has also come from 
Hungary ‘medicine and laboratory 
equipment), Mongolia ‘educational 
equipment), UNICEF, World Bank, 
etc A French company, Rhones Pou- 
lence sold medicine for $1 million. 

So, although very poor (with a per 
capita income of barely $100 while 
Thailand is over $800 and Malaysia 
$2,000), Laos is slowly emerging 
from total poverty But is it achieving 
its total independence in the process” 

For small countries like Laos or 
Kampuchea neutrality is the best 
solution. Or, one should say, the ideal 
solution, because very rarely are they 
left alone. Not only 4o big neighbours 
sometimes show a too possessive 
interest in their future but local 
politicians and leaders are tempted 
to look abroad for support 


4200/313 
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Thee has been the «tory of Laos in 
the past It «till is today. While the 
present regime depends on Vietnam 
and the Comecon to ensure its exigt- 


Could one day Loatians be united? 
Could one day Laos be a truly inde- 


its own security it 


about what's going on Vusklons 
That 


Laos stand on its own feet” 








BLUGRAPHIC LN FURMAT LON 


[The following information is extracted from the Vientiane media published on 
the dates indicated in parentheses after each entry in the REMARYS column. 
The following abbreviations are used for the names of publications: SP=SI1ANG 
PASASON, PS=PASASON, VM=VIENTIANE MAI, NL@NOUM LAO, ML=MEGNING LAO, KKPL= 
KHAOSAN PATHET LAO, SM=SUKSA MAI] 


NAME REMARKS 


Boungnang Sisomblong Secretary, Hom District Party Committee, 
Vientiane Province (SP 31 Dec 82 p 2) 


Boungnang Volakit, Col Member, LPRP CC, Secretary of Savannakhet 
Province Party Committee, Chairman, Provincial 
Party Committee [as published]. Attended a 
conference on malaria suppression (KPL 
10 Jan 83 p A3) 


Bounma Mithong, Col Party Secretary, Vientiane Capital. Met 
delegation from CPSU CC Cabinet (VM 
8 Mar 83 p 1) 

Bounmi Chaleunsai Deputy Party Secretary and Chairman, Provincial 


Administrative committee, Oudcmsai Province. 
Spoke at rally celebrating elimination of 
illiteracy in Oudomsai (SP 19 Feb 83 p 2) 


Bounheuang Douangmani Deputy Party Secretary and Chairman, District 
Administrative Committee, Thoulakhom District, 
Vientiane Province. Guided reporters around 
during planting season (PS 9 Jun 83 p 2) 


Bounnam Party Secretary atid Chairman, Administrative 
Committee of Saisomboun District, Vientiane 
Province. Attended ceremony on end of 
illiteracy in district (PS 7 Jun 83 p 1) 
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Bounpan Manthala 


Bounpheng 


Bounphong 


Bountha Siangkathat 


Bounthon Lathao 


Chanbounmi 


Chanson, Capt. 


Chanko Phimmason, Brig Gen 


Chan Peu 


Chandi 


Chandi Homphouvong 


Channam Chittavong 





Acting Party Secretary, Sayaboury Province. 
Spoke at meeting hailing results of Indochina 
summit (KPL 8 Mar 83 p A4) 


Twenty-seven year old deputy chief of Organiza- 
tion Department, Khammouan Province Public 
Security Service and Youth Union Secretary of 
Province Public Security Service. Has been 
decorated by [Central] government and province. 
(NL 15-30 Sep 82 p 6) 


Chairman, Pek District Administrative Committee, 
Xieng Khouang Province. Escorted correspondent 
on visit to a district agricultural coopera- 
tive unit (SP 1 Feb 83 p 2) 


Secretary, Saravane Province Party Committee 
(KPL 30 Aug 83 p AS) 


Secretary, Paksan District Party Committee, 
Vientiane Province. Goes to base area to 
boost production (VM 25 Oct 83 p 1) 


Deputy Secretary, Louang Namtha Province Party 
Committee, Chairman Province Administrative 
Committee (ML Nov 83 p 2) 


National emulation combatant, LPA vice chief of 
staff for Luang Prabang Province. Attends 
youth conference (NL No 112 [1983]) 


Deputy Chief, Army General Political Department 
addresses promotion ceremony for officers 
2Lt to Major (KPL 3 Oct 83 p A2) 


Secretary, Sanasomboun District Party Committee, 
Champassak Province. Interviewed on agricul- 
tural progress in district (PS 13 Oct 83 p 2) 


Member, provincial party committee and secretary 
LPRYU for Oudomsai Province. Interviewed on 
first LPRYU congress (PS 26 Apr 83 pp 2, 3) 


Secretary, LPRYU Sayaboury Province. Expresses 
feelings on eve of LPRYU congress (PS 
27 Apr 83 p 2) 


Secretary, Vang Viang District Party Committee, 
Vientiane Province. Discusses developments in 
district (SP 1 Mar 83 p 2) 














Di Vanthalat 


Gnouat Phannavong 


Khambot Sisouvong 


Khamb ou 


Khamla Latsoulin 


Khamma Phomkong 


Khammi Bounmakmoun 


Kham-on Phomsoulichit 


Khamphai Oundala 


Khamphi Vilachit 


Khamphou 


Khamphou Dalasin 


Deputy secretary, Khammouan Province Party 
Committee. Gives views on upcoming LPRYU 
congress (PS 7 Apr 83 p 3) 


Chairman, Phon Hong District Administrative 
Committee, Vientiane Province. Attends 
awards ceremony (VM 2 Feb 83 p 1) 


Acting party secretary, Vientiane Province. 
Went to the bases to guide production in 
farming season (PS 28 May 83 p 1) 


Vice chairman, Saravane Province Administra- 
tion Committee (SP 6 Jan 83 p 1) 


Member, standing committee, Savannakhet 
Provincial Party Committee (HENG NGAN 
1-15 Nov 83 p 5) 


Deputy chief, LPRP CC Propaganda and Training 
Commission. Met with people in Hatsaifong 
District, Vientiane Capital (VM 17 May 83 p 1) 


District party secretary, chairman, District 
Administrative Committee, Mounlapamok District, 
Champassak Province. Commented on boosting 
production and cooperativization (PS 

21 May 83 p 2) 


Secretary, provincial party committee and 
chairman, provincial administrative committee, 
Phong Saly Province. Attended Khua District 
Party Congress (KPL 9 Dec 83 p A9) 


Vientiane Province party secretary. Gave 
interview on economic and security situation 
in province (PS 10 Aug 83 p 2) 


Secretary, party committee and chairman, 
Administrative Committee, Sing District, 
Louang Namtha Province. Chaired meeting 
on 1983 production plan (PS 7 May 83 p 1) 


Member, party committee and secretary, 

LPRYU Houa Phan Province. Gave views on first 
LPRYU Congress and was quoted as saying that 
Houa Phan has 26,511 members in LPRYU 

(PS 21 Apr 83 p 2) 


Acting chairman, Saravane Province Administ ra- 
tive Committee. Attended fete for literacy 
campaign also attended by Souphanovong 

(PS 17 Oct 83 p 2) 
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Khamsing 


Khamsing Phommalat 


Khankham 


Latsami 


Loma Namvong 


Maichantan Sengmani 


Maipeng 


Maisouk Saisompheng 


Mountha Si-angkhathat 


Nouban Chanthachak 


Nao Tou 


Kouan Keomani, Major 





District party secretary and chairman, 
Administrative Committee, Khoua District, 
Phong Saly Province. Attended district 
party conference (KPL 9 Dec 83 p A9) 


Secretary, LPRYU for Luang Prabang District 
and Province (PS 29 Apr 83 p 3) 


District party committee secretary and 
Executive Committee secretary, Lakhonpheng 
District, Saravane Province. Attended 
closing of district party conference attended 
by 70 people representing various units 

(PS 5 Dec 83 p 1) 


Deputy secretary, Houa Phan Provincial 
Party Committee (SP 3 Jan 83 p 1) 


Member, party Standing Committee and vice 
chairman, Phong Saly Province Administrative 
Committee. Visited Lai Chau Province, 

SRV (KPL 14 Apr 83 pA 4) 


Member, party secretariat and chief, party 
Control Commission. Attended LPRYU congress 
(NL 1-15 May 83 p 10) 


District party committee secretary, Sing 
District, Louang Namtha Province (SP 
1 Oct 82 p 3) 


Member, CC LPRP, minister of industry, handi- 
crafts, forestry; vice chairman, Lao-USSR 
Commission on Economic, Scientific, Technical 
Cooperation (SP 3 Jan 83 p 2) 


Secretary, Saravane Province Party Committee 
(SP 6 Jan 83 p 1) 


Vice chairman, LPRYU. Attended meeting on 
political life-style in Savannakhet Province 
(NL 1-15 Dec 82 p 16) 


Commander, Xieng Khouang regional military 
forces. Appeared at Xieng Khouang Province's 
celebration of 7th National Day (HENG NGAN 
1-15 Dec 82 p 7) 


Provincial party secretary and chairman, 
provincial administrative committee, 
Louang Namtha Province. Led delegation on 
visit to Vinh Phu Province, SRV (KPL 

9 Aug 83 p Al) 
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Olapho Saignavong 


Phadi Keomani 


Sounthan Thammavong 


Sompheng Keobounhouan 


Soulin Sivongsa 


Somphon 


Souban Somsihapangna, Capt 


Sengchan Sengchonghak 


Saignavong 


Souvandi Phommali 


Sounthon Thep-asa 


Sivilai Soulivong 


Chairman, Saravane Province Administrative 
Committee. Attended meeting hailing results 
of Indochinese summit (SP 4 Mar 83 p 1) 


Secretary, provincial party committee and 
chairman, provincial administrative committee, 
Khammouan Province. Attended celebration 
of 38th SRV National Day (PS 13 Sep 83 pp 1, 2) 


Member, Standing Committee and chairman, 
Administ rative Committee, Khong Sedone 
District, Saravane Province (SP 21 Feb 83 p 2) 


Member, LPRP CC, secretary, Oudomsai Province 
Party Committee (SP 15 Feb 83 p 1) 


District party secretary, chairman, district 
administrative committee, Paksan District, 
Vientiane Province (SP 1 Nov 83 p 1) 


Secretary, Kham District Party Committee, 
Xieng Khouang Province (SP 23 Nov 82 p 2) 


Deputy chief, Vientiane Capital Police Command. 
Attended promotion ceremony for command 
(VM 14 May 83 p 1) 


Secretary, Sanakham District Party Committee, 
Vientiane Province. Visited production bases 
to mobilize people to revive abandoned fields 
(PS 17 May 83 p 1) 





Member, LPRP CC, secretary, Houa Phan Pro- 
vincial Party Committee and chairman, Houa Phan 
Province Administrative Committee. Attended 
Houa Phan congress of LFNC (PS 10 May 83 p 1) 


Deputy secretary, provincial party committee; 
chairman, provincial administrative committee 
of Luang Prabang Province; chairman, Lao-USSR 
Friendship Committee. Attended party on 
anniversary of defeat of Hitler (PS 

16 May 83 p 1) 


Member, LPRP CC, secretary, Champassak Province 
Party Committee. Visited bridge construction 
site. (KPL 13 Apr 83 p Al) 


Acting chairman, Vientiane Province Administra- 
tive Committee. Went to base areas to guide 
production in farming season (PS 28 May 83 p 1) 
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Thongsai District party committee secretary and 
chairman, Saithani District Administrative 
Committee, Vientiane Capital. Attended the 
opening of a purchase/sales cooperative. 
(VM 6 Dec 83 p 1) 


Thitlom Keochomsi Secretary, Phon Hong District Party Committee, 
Vientiane Province. Attended women's 
association conference. (VM 4 May 83 p 1) 


Thongket Soulivong Member, party committee, chairman, Administra- 
tive Committee, Saisettha District, Vientiane 
Capital (VM 20 Nov 83 pp l, 4) 


Thongphan Deputy secretary, Houa Phan Province Party 
Committee (SP 3 Jan 83 p 1) 


Thongmai Thiphommachan, Col Alternate member, LPRP CC; member party 
committee and vice-chairman, Vientiane 
Capital Administrative Committee; chief, Police 
Command, Vientiane Capital. Attended promotion, 
awards ceremony for Vientiane Capital police 
command (VM 14 May 83 p 1) 





Visai Vongsili Chairman, Champassak District Administrative 
Committee and secretary district party 
committee, Champassak Province. Forecasts 
district agricultural production. 

(PS 30 Nov 83 p 3) 


Visai Douangmani Deputy party secretary, Paksan Party Committee, 
Vientiane Province. Went to base area to boost 
production (VM 25 Oct 83 p 1) 


Yong Yia Ya Deputy secretary, party committee and chairman, 
Xieng Khouang Province Administrative Committee. 


Interviewed on province development (PS 
4 Apr 83 p 2) 


CSO: 4206/55 
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LIQUIDITY PROBLEMS SURFACE FOR FIRMS WITH MIDDLE EAST CONTRACTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Dec 43 p 10 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4200/315 
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tion firms with multi- 
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are - suffering 
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previously enjoyed 
ataggering oil re 

are now facing 
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PHILIPPINES 


FISHING BOAT BELIEVED TO BE JAPANESE SPY CRAFT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Dec 83 p 36 
[Article by Owen Masaganda] 


[Text] Infanta, Quezon--A 52-foot fishing boat believed to be spy boat 
was found along the Pacific Ocean shoreline of barangay Kanaway in Gen 
Nakar, Quezon. 


First Lt Rodolfo Y. Magtibay, 23lst Constabulary commander in his report 
to Col Antonio Sierra, Quezon PC chief, said the boat bore Japanese 
characters. It was powered by a Mitsubishi diesel engine capable of 
traveling in the high seas. 


The boat is now under the custody of councilor Pedro Ritual. Some 
provision were found inside the cabin, the report said. 


The authorities said that they will contact the Japanese embassy in Manila 
if it received reports of stranded fishermen. (Owen Masaganda) 


CSO: 4200/321 

















PHILIPPINES 


FOREICN CONTROL OF FIRMS RULED OUT BY SEC 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 p 20 


[Text] The government still does not allow a firm, whose majority outstand- 
ing capital stock is owned by Filipinos, to be controlled by foreign stock- 
holders through occupation of a majority of the seats in the board of direc- 
tors. 


The Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) issued this ruling in reference 
to inquiries as to whether five individuals consisting of a Filipino holding 
70 percent of the outstanding capital stock and four resident foreigners 
holding the remaining 30 percent may form a corporation and act as incorpora- 
tors and directors at the same time. 


SEC Chairman Manual Abello said the query was an offshoot to the recent 
incorporation of a similarly situated firm, Nutcracker (Far East) Corp, 
whereby the commission had advised the firm that since majority of the 
holdings is Filipino, the board of directors should have a Filipino majority. 


Abello, however, said that there is no legal obstacle to the formation of 
the company even if the incorporators and board of directors are made up of 
one Filipino and four resident foreigners. 


Under the law there is no provision as to citizenship requirement in the 
board of directors. The only applicable provision is Sec 23 of the Corpora- 
tion Code of the Philippines which provides that majority of board of 
directors or trustees of all corporations organized under the code must 

be residents of the Philippines. 


The Anti-Dummy Law, however, penalizes the intervention of aliens in the 
management, operation, administration or control of a nationalized enter- 
prise or activity. Pecently the government through a Presidential decree 
allows foreign investors to put in 100 percent equity in non-pioneer 
enterprises in the country. 


Abello said the presidential order does not apply to those instances that 
will violate provisions of the constitution. 
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GOVERNMENT MOVES TO FIGHT INFLATION 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 p 12 


[Article by Domestic Information Service] 


[Text] Recent government moves are being directed at mitigating the impact 
of the price increases in the basic commodity items on the consumers as a 
result of the adjustment in the peso-dollar rate. 


More stringent measures are now being adopted by the government to check 
profiteering and hoarding by unscrupulous traders. 


In the forefront of the implementation of these measures is the Price 
Stabilization Council which have been charged with managing the prices of 
basic and essential commodities. 


Following the hike in fuel prices, prices of basic commodities have shot 
up with manufacturers complaining of higher production costs. 


The government has launched a massive food production program under the 
Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran (KKK) aimed at attaining food self- 
sufficiency even on the grassroots level. 


In addition, it has stepped up its campaign against price manipulators, 
profiteers, and hoarders which have taken advantage of the situation and 
has increased penalties for price violators. 


The government has also increased by P6.50 the basic wages and allowances 
of workers in the private sector and granted additional cost-of-living 
allowance of P100 for government employes. 


To enable consumers to buy essential commodities at lower prices, the 
government has set up more Kadiwa stores and centers all over the country. 


To cushion the impact of the price increase on farmers, the government 
has increased the support price of palay from P1.80 to P2.10 a kilo. 


The government continues to adopt price control measures to discourage 
profiteering and hoarding of basic goods. Today there are at least 13 
commodities in the price control list. 
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But the government has time and again maintained its adherence to the 
principles of a free enterprise system. While it does not really want to 
impose price controls, the government is forced to do so during abnormal 
times to protect the consumers. 


Private sector businessmen argue that price controls hinder production 
and discourage private initiative. Prices, they said, must be determined 
by market forces or by the law of supply and demand. 


Economists who also share the view of private businessmen warn that price 
controls if carried too far may be disastrous to the econcmy and produce 
negative results. They explained that price controls may only cause prices 
to rise as production slumps due to inadequate incentives. 


In the long run, economists argue, prices can only be reduced or maintained 
at tolerable levels by expanding production and by improving the distribu- 
tion system. 


Given the right prices, farmers, for instance, will be motivated to produce 
more and prices would ultimately stabilize. 


The government saw the truism in these arguments and has even planned the 
total removal of price controls and ceilings. However, adverse developments 
in the domestic and international economy which have exerted upward pressures 
on prices have deferred plans. 


And at this time when the economy is undergoing a period of adjustments, 
the government maintains that price controls have been become more necessary. 
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[Text] 


CSO: 


The Asian Develop- 
ment Bank (ADB) autho 
rized yesterday the 
accelerated disbursement 
of $50 million to the Phil- 
ippine government out of 
current loans to the coun- 
try for various projects to 
enable it to import high- 
priority items for local in- 
dustries 

The money represents a 
part of the loan proceeds 
to be disbursed in 1984 to 
finance local expenditures 
on the concerned projects 
in accordance with the re- 
levant loan agreements 

ADB President Masao 
Fuyoka, who made the 
announcement, said that 
this acction was in accord 
with the bank's objectives 
and procedures, and 
would also be especially 
helpful at this time in 
view of the government's 
need for foreign exchange 
to maintain essential im- 


ports 
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By agreement with the 
government, the foreign 
exchange disbursed . by 
the bank will be used by 
the Central Bank exclu- 
sively for financing the 
imports of high pnority 
items required by export 
industries 

Adequate provisions 
had been made to ensure 
that the local expendi- 
tures relating to such 
accelerated disburse- 


incurred by the projects 


executing agencies, Fu- 


totall $112.7 million 
for the Panay in- 
terconnection energy pro- 
ject and a sector irngstion 
project in Mindanao 


The Central Bank 
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DEVELOPMENT BANK ACCELERATES $50 MILLION DISBURSEMENT 


Under ‘this set-up, 
banks which may be hit 


Uncertain economic 
conditions have given nse 
to all sorts of rumors in 
the business and financial 
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LIGHT GRADE OIL FOUND NEAR PALAWAN 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 ppl, 1l 


[Text] Philippine Cities Service (PCS), a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Occidental Petroleum of the United States has found oil in offshore Palawan 
described to be of “sweet™ or light grade and comparable to Saudi Arabian 
light crude oil. 


Energy Minister Geronimo Z. Velasco reported yesterday to President Marcos 
that Galoc 2 well being drilled in the seas northwest of Palawan flowed oil 
at a rate of 1,170 barrels a day Wednesday noon. 


The oil was encountered at a depth of about 7,200 feet. As of 1 p.m. 
yesterday Velasco said, the flow rate was up to 1,600 barrels a day. The oil 
was flared last Wednesday and yesterday. 


The well confirmed earlier projection that there is an oil reservoir in the 
area. It may be recalled that the Galoc 1 well was discovered in August, 
1981. Galoc 1 well was drilled at a total depth of 12,141 feet and flowed 
oil at a maximum rate of 1,800 barrels a day. 


Galoc 2 is about two kilometers north of Galoc l. 


"The important thing is that the presence of oil has been established,” 
Velasco said. 


The consortium working on the Galoc complex has allocated $70 million for 
the drilling work in the field. The PCSI heads the consortium. Other 
members are Husky Oil of Canada and local firms Oriental Petroleum, Philo- 


drill, Basic Petroleum, and Land Oil. 


It used a new rig named Sedco 602 which was fabricated in Singapore. The 
group has Long been producing oil from Nido and Matinloc also in offshore 


Palawan. 


Dr Arthur Saldivar-Sali, deputy director of the Bureau of Energy Development, 
who flew with newsmen over the Galc 2 well yesterday afternoon said that a 
third well may be drilled in the field to determine the size of the reser- 


voir. 
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Saldivar-Sali said the drilling of another well will depend on the results of 
a study on Galoc 2. 


Galoc may possibly be the country’s first deep water oil field. It has an 
oil bearing structure potentially larger than the existing three producing 
wells namely Nido, Cadlao, and Matinloc which have a combined average out- 
put of about 21,000 barrels a day. These three fields, however, are in a 
relatively shallow water ranging from 80 feet to 375 feet deep. 


Galoc 1, on the other hand, was drilled at a depth of 1,055 feet while 
Galoc 2 was drilled at a depth of 1,240 feet. 
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REDUCED DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED OIL REPORTED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Dec 83 p 5 


[Text] The development of alternative energy resources in the last ten 
years has substantially reduced the country's dependence on imported oil. 


Domestic energy self-sufficiency increased from 5 percent in 1974 to the 
present 35 to 40 percent. 


The increasing utilization of indigenous energy resources has helped in 
arresting further her erosion of the country's balance of payments position. 
The development of indigenous oil, coal, hydro, geothermal, agri-industrial 
wastes and non-conventional fuels has saved the country $1 billion in 1982 
based on average crude oil prices. 


In the last ten years the country was able to save approximately $4.2 billion 
in foreign exchange. During the first eight months this year, the country 
realized savings of about $618 million or 22.1 million barrels of fuel oil 
equivalent with the development of indigenous energy resources. 


Less reliance on imported oil has resulted in the decline of the country's 
oil bill from $2.5 billion in 1981 to $2.1 billion in 1982. Payments for oil 
imports account for a great portion of the total imports of the Philippines. 


At the height of the first oil crisis in 1973, the Philippines had an oil 
import bill of only $231 million, representing only 13 percent of total 
imports at the time. 


In 1982, indigenous energy resources constituted 32 percent of total energy. 
This consisted mainly of bagasse (7.7 percent), geothermal (6.5 percent), 
agri-industrial wastes (6.1 percent), domestic oil (3., percent) coal (1.1 
percent) and the non-conventional energy (0.1 percent). 


By 1987, indigenous energy resources are expected to approximate 52.2 per- 
cent of total energy. 


Latest assessment of indigenous energy resources reveals a very significant 
hydropower potential estimated at 45.4 million barrels of oil equivalent 
(MMBOE) annually, of which only 6.7 MMBOE is presently be ng harnessed to 


generate electricity. 
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Potential geothermal reserves are estimated at 6.2 billion barrels cil 
equivalent with proven reserves of 777 million barrels. As of December 1982 
proven coal reserves reached 263 million metric tons. By 1987 coal is 
expected to be the biggest non-oil energy source of the country. 


Total potential oil reserves of the country based on a series of oil discover- 
ies are still being evaluated. At present, the country is producing an 
average output of 21,000 barrels per day from three oilfields--Nido, Matinloc 
and Cadlao. A fourth oilfield--Galor--is currently being developed at an 
initial cost of $70 million. 


Non-conventional energy sources such as agricultural wastes and by-products, 
biomass, windpower, solar are projected to yield an equivalent of 1 billion 
barrels of oil annually. (Domestic Information Service) 
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GOVERNMENT STEEL MILL CONSTRUCTION SHELVED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 15 Dec 83 p 10 
[Article by Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] The government has deferred the construction of its ambitious 
$750-million integrated steel mill because of financial difficulties, 
a Board of Investment (BOI) official disclosed yesterday. 


This brings to six the number of major industrial projects so far 
Shelved by the government. 


These six were part of the 1l major industrial projects drawn up by 
and pursued by the state-owned National Development Co (NDC) supposedly 
to prope! the country towards industrialization. 


Five other projects shelved earlier were the following: aluminum smelter, 
petrochemical, heavy engineering, pulp and paper, and high-range diesel 
engine projects. 





BOL Gov Federico Borromeo, however, explained that the two foreign contrac- 
tors earlier selected by government to undertake the two phases of the 
steel project have not withdrawn their "commitments" to build the steel 
plant. 


"This means the project will be ready for implementation if the government 
decides so," Borromeo claimed. 


This was the first time the government admitted that the steel project was 
being held for financial reasons. 


Trade and Industry Minister Roberto V. Ongpin earlier insisted the project 
was still "on." 

The contract to build the itron-making and steel-making phases of the steel 
complex were awarded months back to Marubeni Corp and Davy McKee. 


But even before the two groups couid start initial civil works on the 
project, the economic crisis set in and clouded the chances for the projects 
of being pushed through. 
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The setting up of the steel project, along with other industrial ventures 
has been questioned by the International Monetary Fund ((MF) and other 
creditors because of the financial burden they bring to the country. 
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"MISLEADING REPORTS' ON BASE LABOR REVIEW CITED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Dec 84 p 16 


[Article by Cesar De La Torre] 


[Text ] 


The Federation of Fil- 
pino Civihan Employes 
Association (FFCEA) in 
US Facilities has deplored 
the publication of “mus. 
leading reports” on the 


proposed revision of the 
Base Labor Agreement 


Roberto A Flores, pres- 
ident of the FFCEA said a 
small segment of the 
base's workforce who 
would lke to have a 
separable collective bar- 
gaining agreement with 
management (US milit- 
ary authori..es in the 
country) could likely be 
the source of such 
erroneous and misleading 
informations 

Flores said, what will 
take center stage in this 
BLA revision, among the 
myriad of issues, are 
RP sovereignty This is 
not bargainable The US 
panel in the renegotiation 
should be asked during 
the meeting to submit the 
proposed exceptions to the 
application of Philippine 
labor and social laws in 
US bases in the interest of 
the orderly and effective 
operation of the bases. 

—RP government pre- 
rogatve The Philippine 
government ehould re- 
serve the right to with- 
draw any of the exemp- 
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tions when, 19 practice, 
becomes the rule and 
when it abridges said 
sovereignty in practice 

—Collecive Bargaining 
The Union's basic rights 
should not be abridged in 
any manner, t% wit, (a) 
the right to “wage set- 
ting” and rights to estab- 
lishing with US military 
authorities an equitable 
and just dispute settle- 
ment system that will in- 
sure speedy justice; all 
doubts shall be in favor of 
labor. 

—Self-organization The 
FFCEA proposes that it 
must be the only umbrella 
organization that must be 
the exclusive bargaining 
representative of all 
direct-hired employes; to 
preclude conflict of in- 
terest, no group of em- 
ployes may be legitimate- 
ly recognized as an affili- 
ate of the FFCEA per- 
forming managerial or su- 
pervisory functions. 

—Security of tenure. The 
FFCEA proposes that 
management, to deter- 
mine workforce and re- 
lated righte must not 
operate to deny basic 
rights of employes to 
security of tenure and 
current ceiling of person- 
nel should not be dis- 
turbed without prior con- 
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sultation with and con- 
currence of union. 

—Preferential employ- 
ment. Exceptions on the 
matter of preferential em- 
ployment for Filipino 
nationals in local US 
bases should operate to 
preclude Filipinos from 
Occupying positions cur- 
rent and created, result. 
ing from requirements of 
service or reorganization 
except positions that are 
highly sensitive and re- 
quires access to classified 
matter from secret up- 
graded top secret. 

Flores said that FFCEA 
further proposes that the 
6o-called “escape clauses” 
in the current BLA re- 
garding security of em- 
ployment be totally 
scrapped 


One more item of im- 
portance, Flores pointed 
out, is “equal work for 
equal pay” principle 
which is only good in US 


nce. 
All the above items for 
proposed discussion, 
said, must be con- 
sistent with Philippine 
sovereignty pursuant to 
item VI of the RP-US 
Memorandum of Agree- 
ment of 1983 between 
Philippine ambassador 
Benjamin Romualdez and 
US ambassador Michae! 
Armacost. 
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[MPORTS THREATENED WITH CUTS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Dec 83 p 24 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Board of Invest- 
ments (BOI) recom- 
mended to the Central 
Bank a 50 per cent 
cutback on the dollar 
allocation of paper im- 
porters for 1984 follow- 
ing the scarcity in fore- 
ign exchange availe- 
bility. 

Deputy trade and in- 
dustry minister Edgar- 
do L. Tordesillas, who 
is also vice chairman of 
BOI, made the recom- 
mendation after a dia- 
logue with representa- 
tives of the industry 
last week. 

The cutback on dol- 

ar allocation was 

sed on the average 
annua! importation of 
the industry during 
the last two years. The 
industry received a 
dollar allocation of 
some $66 million 
annually between 1982 
and 1983. 

Romy Tam, spokes- 
man of the Printing In- 
dustry Association of 
the Philippines (PIAP) 
and incoming presi- 
dent of the Philippine 
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Printing Technical 
Foundation (PPTF), 
said the proposed 
allocation is still sub- 
ject to the amount of 
dollars available for 
next year. 

The pulp and paper 
industry is one of the 
eight industries given 
priority by both the 
BOI and the Central 
Bank in the allocation 
of dollars. 

Tam said the alloca- 
tion covers importa- 
tions of solid bleach- 
board, claycoated pap- 
er and coated paper 
which constitute the 


bulk of the imported 


requirements of the 
printing market. 

In the recently-held 
dialogue participated 
in by PLAP, PPTF, the 
Pulp and Paper Manu- 
facturers Association 
(PULPAPEL) and the 
Paper Traders Associa- 
tion, the importers 
sought further a re- 
quest to increase the 
allocation in view of 
the expected increase 
in the costs to be pas- 
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sed on by suppliers. 


PIAP president 
James Chiu proposed 
the inclusion of the in- 
creased costs to be ad- 
justed by suppliers as 
well as the importation 
of spare parts which 
was not covered by the 
BOI recommendation. 

Chiu estimated that 
suppliers would be in- 
creasing their prices by 
as much as 20 per cent 
from current levels. 


In a related develop- 
ment, BOl-registered 
firms have asked to be 
given equal preference 
with exporters in the 
priority list. According 
to them, they are clas- 
sified as indirect expor- 
ters since they supply 
packaging materials 
used by exporters in 
shipping their products 
abroad. 

The firms said if not 
given equal preference 
with direct exporters, 
the latter might resort 
to importing their 
packaging require- 
ments. 
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PELAEZ' COCONUT INDUSTRY POSITION SAID ‘INCONSISTENT' 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 p 31 


[Text] Minister of State and Assemblyman Antonio R. Tupaz of Region X 
said that Minister of State Emmanuel Palaez "has been inconsistent" on 
his position about the coconut industry. 


Tupaz said a few months back, Assemblyman Pelaez demanded the total 
dismantling of Unicom and allow unlimited exportation of copra. 


Lately, Tupaz added, Pelaez has been demanding the decentralization of the 
management of Unicom by allowing the coconut farmers to manage oil mills 
in their respective regions. 


Pelaez's latest stand is a total reversal of his previous position and is 
intended to benefit someone under the principle of divide and rule at the 
cost of national interest by a unified, sound and strong coconut industry 
capable of checking the cartels and activities of international trade, Tupaz 
Stressed. 


He added that Pelaez's proposal is counterproductive as it will derail 
industry rationalization programs during the last four years since what is 
really needed is a strong milling sector to avert foreign dictation of 
coconut oil price. 


He recalled that Pelaez tried establishing a mill in 1977 in partnership 
with prominent businessmen but was frustrated by the decision of the 
zovernment to rationalize the milling industry due to over-capacity of oil 
mills. 


A coconut industry that is divided can only benefit some people who have a 
get-rich-quick mentality, Tupaz said. 


Pelaez has been fighting for a united coconut industry before martial law 
and some people think that he is an outsider looking inside because some 
other people succeeded in unifying the industry, he added. 


Tupaz asked whether Pelaez has an alternative program of protecting the 
industry without sacrificing at the same time the interest of the national 


economy. 
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Tupaz stressed that the Unicom far from being a private concern alone is an 
important factor in the making of a sound and dignified national economy 
free from the dictation of international cartels and financial imperialists. 
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[WO CAR FIRMS HALT OPERATIONS 


Manila BULLET:N TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 pp l, 13 


[Text ] 


As a result of business reverses 
and non-availability of umported 
and local raw materials, two of the 
country s four car assemblers will 
temporarily shut down their op- 
erations, while another is termi- 
nating the services of 1,016 

workers 


Canlubang Automotive 
Resources Corp (Carco) 
and Ford Philippines 
announced temporary 
stoppage of operations 

Officials of Delta Motor 
Corp. notified yesterday 
the Ministry of Labor and 
Employment that effec- 
tive tomorrow, the com- 
pany is terminating the 
services of the 1,016 
workers at its assembly 
plant in Parafiaque and 
main office in Makati to 
minimize production cost. 

Delta, according to re- 
cords of the Labor Minis 
try, used to have at least 
2,700 employes. This 
number was trimmed 
down to 1,406 last month. 
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Dec. 24, 1983, to Jan. 15, 
Ge 


routine meintenance’ 
shutdown, it was 


4] 


PHILIPPINES 


gathered that this year's 
shutdown was primanly 
due to lack of imported 
knocked-down 

parte ( ). 
“It is a matter of getting 
these things,” the sources 


that if the situation be 
comes serious, the shut- 


inges 
ord Philippines, 


assembler of Ford cars, 
likewise decided to shut- 
down operations tempor- 
arily from Dec. 24 t Jan. 
3. As early as November 
this year, Ford hed 


companies have been 
asked to take their 
accrued vacation leave. 
These workers are to re- 
turn to work next month. 
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KALINGA RALLY ASSALLS UNSOLVED KILLINGS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Dec 83 p 36 


[Article by I.S. Chammag] 


{Text } 


TABUK, Kalinga- 
Apayao — A mul- 
tisectoral rally held 
here last Friday 
assailed the unsolved 
killings in the moun- 
tain barrios which, it 
said, occurred almost 
once 4 week during the 
last 14 months 

Most of the victims 
were “salvaged” (sum- 
marily executed) 
allegedly by soldiers 
and policemen or killed 
during triba] wars, the 
demonstrators 
claimed. 

The “people's rally 
for peace and justice” 
aleo condemned ram- 
pant cattle-rustling, 
thett, and robbery 
cases which, it said, 
also remained un- 
solved 

The rally, led by the 
Free Legal Assistance 
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Group (FLAG) started 
with a march by far- 
mers, businessmen, an 
students from three 
assembly points into 
the town plaza. 

William Claver, a 
FLAG lawyer, called 
for the resignation of 
top government off- 
cials and boycott of the 
January plebiscite and 
May, 1984, elections 

Another FLAG 
lawyer, David Daoas, 
castigated the 
Kalinga-Apayao pro- 
vincial leadership for 
its “apathetic and un- 
concerned” attitude on 
the sad plight of the 
people who had been 
calling for the proper 
investigation and solu- 
tion of the series of 
killings and banditry 
that have plagued the 
province.” 

Wne relative ot a 


“salvaging” Mrs. Paci- 
ta Mayangao, told the 
crowd that “it is not 
true that my family 
was paid ?1,000 in 
order that the inves- 
tigation of my hus- 
band’s killing will be 
fixed.” 

Her husband, Col 
Ricardo Mayangao Sr, 
Tabuk police chief, was 
killed at the time he 
wus about to solve a 
series of crimes and 
killings that included 
the slaying of Pat. Fer- 
nando Espiritu. Espir- 
itu'’s body was riddled 
with bullets and found 
along a creek. 

Another relative 
also recounted that her 
brother Francis Gom- 
gomo was shot to death 
by a policeman and a 
Constabulary captain 
last Sept. 27 for a very 
“petty reason ” 
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CARTOON PARODIES POLICE GRAFT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Dec 83 p 4 


[Text] 











ry 
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iO >t De Vera] 


PAGADIAN CITY — 
Ciose to 100 civilians, 
civic leaders, barangay 
officials, and school 
teachers have been killed 
in a year's time in West- 
ern Mindanao by New 
People’s Army guerrillas, 
military officials said 
here taday 

The figure does not in- 
clude soldiers and mem- 
bers of paramilitary units 
and polemen slain in 
ambushes and encoun- 
ters, they said More than 
@) NPAs were killed and 
34 captured in these inci- 
denta 

Ma) Gen Josephus Q 
Ramas, Army comman- 
ding general, was brefed 
on the NPA situation in 
the region by Col. Reynal- 
do Dilan, commander of 
the 2nd Infantry Brigade 
of the 4th Infantry divi- 
sion whose area of opera. 
tions covers Misamis 
Occidental, Zamboanga 
de! Norte, and Zamboan- 
ga del Sur ; 

Ramas and members of 
hie general and apecial 
staffs. made a stopover 


here on the first leg of his 


three day yearend visit 
and inspection of field 


unite 


Hatt 
tal tie 
A Ra: 
HUE HE 


; 
| 


inte a month-long anti- 
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organize teams to go after 
the 


pro- 

vinces and Misamis 

was growing 

to about 900 men, with 

reinforcement coming 
from Bukidnon. 


NPA groups of 50 to 100 
are frequently reported to 
military intelligence 
agente, with some of them 


In the NPA “agew- 
armas’ (firearme- 
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NPA ACTIVITIES, STATUS ON MINDANAO PROFILED 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 9 Dec 83 p 3 


[Article by Graham Lovell] 


[Text] Favao, Philippines--the Communist guerilla New People's Army (NPA) 
already well-entrenched in parts of the northern and central Philippines, is 
set for a long slogging match for the hearts and minds of the people of the 
south. The rebels who can claim to be organising the only growing communist 
insurgency in Southeast Asia are picking up support even from those who 
consider themselves instinctively hostile to their policies. 


Excesses by government forces against civilians during anti-rebel operations 
and misbehaviour by off-duty servicemen into taking sides in a conflict most 
wish would just go away. 


Political doctrine seems to play little part. 


Brainy 


A businessman in Davao, a major city of Mindanao island close to where most 
of the current action is going on, said the NPA “are not all bad." They 
have brains. 


"They are fighting for an ideology I disa»« ‘ith but they have their 
rules," he said. "And in areas where tl _ 9 army or police it is 

the NPA who preserve peace and order and pu. the criminals and bandits, 
including those who wear a uniform." 


Much of the fiercest action has been in the provincial areas around the 
port of Davao in southeastern Mindanao. 


Mostly it has been guerrilla ambushes against army patrols and counter-sweeps 
by army, marine and Ranger battalions, with help from the paramilitary, 
Philippines Constabulary and the civilian home defence force militia. 


Mindanao was for many years the battleground of the Muslim secessionist Moro 
National Liberation Front, especially in the southwest and along the 
Zamboanga peninsula. That war has faded into sporadic hit-and-run raids 


or occasional bomb rages. 
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wrious Threat 


The army does not rate the NPA highly as a military force, though senior 
commanders say that its training and equipment are improving. S5ut it is 
small. 


Fstimates of its total strength vary and army commanders in Mindanao are 
reluctant to give a figure. Civilian sources put the number at about 5,000, 
mostly “irregulars” called out by hard core cadres who organise the guerrilla 
groups. 


fut the army and constabulary take seriously the threat by Communist Party 
organisers in urban as well as rural areas. 


A Davao regional commander estimated there were 450 cadre organisers in his 
area, setting up cells and a command structure linking the provinces and 
cemmunities of the southeast. 


Political sources in Cagayan de Ore, a city on the north of the island and 
generally away from the major action, put the total cadre strength on 
Mindanao at about 1,000. 


in Zamboanga, headquarters of the army's southern command, senior military 
sources said the NPA wae apparently more intent on building its political 
base than carrying out military action. 


"The biggest threat at the moment is the Communist Party itself rather than 
the NPA," a commanding general told Reuters. "They're trying to set up a 
broad political base, using threats, constitutional levers and coercion to 
our disadvantage. 


Understanding 


"There are very few of them, and in fact it might be easier to hunt them down 
if there were more... When we are not out on combat action we try to use 
moral persuasion on the people but it is difficult and goes against military 
doctrine,” he said. 


There seems to be a tacit understanding that the NPA, away from areas where 
it holds sway, leaves the major towns free of guerrilla operations though not 
of political penetrations. 


"They want to encircle places like Davao and Zamboanga and Cagayan but leave 
them for their 'R-and=-Rs' (rest and recreation) and for shopping for provi- 
sions they cannot get in the countryside," one military source said. 


It is also apparently tactly understood that the NPA does have some sort of 
code by which it seldom kills wantonly and only after due warning to the 
intended victim to mend his ways. 











The guerrillas usually ambush only military patrols in search of arms and 
follow a pattern that distinguishes them from common bandits. 


Similarly, the suggestion of an NPA presence does not always strike terror 
into the hearts of the innocent. 


A young lieutenant, the local army company commander in a northern Mindanao 
town, smiled gravely when a young woman referred half-seriously to the 
“nice people's army.” 


This was in a community where last November 100 guerrillas seized the town 
hall one Saturday afternoon and made off with 15 high-powered weapons, a 
radio transmitter and a typewriter. 


Military and government authorities say aid to the rebels in isolated farming 
communities is usually only given under duress and in response to threats 
from ruthless guerrillas. 


Activist lawyers and human rights groups, many of them church-backed, 
challenge this assessment. 


They say that far more compelling factors are abuses against civilians by the 
military, graft at almost every administrative level that breeds cynical dis- 
trust of government, and loss of land rights by farmers to multinational 
corporations. 


Human rights activists and even normally pro-government newspapers offer 
persuasive evidence of arbitrary arrests, occasional disdain for the legal 
rights of detainees, excessive force against villages in military operations, 
and cases of rape, robbery, assault and murder by individual soldiers. 


Military authorities acknowledge that there might be "a few bad eggs” in 
the ranks who cause trouble. But they say the army weeds out and punishes 
offenders. 

The general in Zamboanga said: "We try our best to punish these people. 
But it is hard sometimes for a soldier to fight the enemy and at the same 
time try to do good work through civilian action programmes.” 


Other army sources say many of the abuses are committed by the locally 
recruited militiamen bent on personal vendettas.--(Reuters) 
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LIBERAL PARTY ASKS KBL TO DELETE MARCOS' DECREE POWER 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Dec 83 pp 1, ll 
[Article by C. Valmoria, Jr] 


i\Text] Liberal Party (LP) leaders asked the ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan 
(KBL) yesterday to delete Amendment No 6 from the Constitution so that the 
President can no longer exercise legislative powers when the regular Batasang 
Pambansa convenes in July next year. 


The amendment provides that whenever in the President's judgment there 
exists a grave emergency or a threat or whenever the interim Batasang 
Pambansa or the regular assembly fails or is unable to act adequately 

on any matter for any reason that requires immediate action, the President 
may issue decrees which will form part of the law of the land in order to 
meet the exigency. 


Former Con-Con delegate Antonio D. Olmedo, LP acting president for Southern 
Mindanao, said Amendment No 6 allows the President to continue sharing 
legislative powers with the regular Batasan, like the present interim 
assembly. 


Olmedo said this provision is a reservoir of vast powers for the President 
to legislate, not merely to legislate in times of emergency. 


He said the deletion of this amendment will give the regular Batasan inde- 
pendence and credibility so that it could assert its legislative supremacy 
ind function as a true voice and conscience of the people. 


Meanwhile, Manila LP leaders criticized former Ambassador Amelito R. Mutuc, 
in LP stalwart, for opposiing the decision of LP president and former Sen 
lovito R. Salonga to boycott the coming plebiscite and Batasan elections. 


Former Con-Con delegate and LP spokesman Reynaldo Fajardo stated that if 
Mutuc is an LP member of good standing, Mutuc should abide by the party's 


dec i S i on . 


Fajardo said the LP has taken the official position of not participating in 
iny political exercise under the present regime since the declaration of 


martial law. 
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He recalled that the LP did not take part in the elections of 1978, 1980 
and 1941, as well as the referendums and plebiscites. 


“Why should Mutuc be surprised at all with the stand of the LP president?" 
Fajardo asked. 


The LP leaders appealed to Mutuc to refrain from utilizing alleged conversa- 
tions with the late Senator Benigno S. Aquino, Jr to support his position 
against the LP stand. 


Meanwhile, Mel Lopez, Manila opposition leader, asked Comelec Chairman Vicente 
M. Santiago, Jr. to name 38 out of about 3,800 voting centers in Manila where 
there are no flying voters. He said he will prove the Comelec chief wrong. 


The Nationalist Alliance for Justice, Freedom and Democracy decided yesterday 
to boycott the election of members of the regular Batasang Pambansa in May, 
1984, which it said would only give legitimacy to the "rubber stamp” legis- 
lature and the Marcos administration. 


The alliance's national executive committee headed by former Sen ‘orenzo M. 
Tanada called for "a militant yet peaceful, vigorous yet non-violent" 
nationwide boycott of the polls. 


Abraham F. Sarmiento, secretary-general of the group, announced the decision 
to launch the boycott. He is formerly a vice-president of the 1971 Constitu- 
tional Convention. 


The alliance is the second opposition group to call for a boycott of the 
coming election. Earlier former Sen Jovito Salonga, Liberal Party president, 
asked LP leaders and members not to take part in the elections. 


The alliance gave the following reasons for calling a boycott of the election: 


1. Participation in the election, either as candidate or voter, will only 
legitimize the illegal existence of the Marcos administration. 


2. The Batasan election is an attempt to deceive the people into thinking 
that democratic processes have been returned. 


3. Participation in the election will legitimize the 1973 Constitution 
which was not duly approved by the Constitutional Convention and not validly 
ratified by the people. 


4, The Batasan election is also an attempt to fool the public into believing 
that a clean and honest election is possible under the present administration. 


5. Millions of pesos will be spent in the election and more to be poured 
into the Batasan. The legislature is a useless department since it is 
unable to enact significant legislation in view of Amendment No 6 of the 
Constitution under which President Marcos has retained his unlimited power 
to issue decrees, letters of instructions, letters of implementation and 
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other issuances, all having the effect of laws. The President can also 
dissolve the Batasan at any time. 


6. The election is a move to divide the opposition. 
J. If the opposition will join, it will only be used to give credibility 
to the fraudulent victory of the Marcos camp as the experiences of past 


elections, plebiscites, and referenda have shown. 


8. Teachers will be exploited and used again as in the past by the Marcos 
camp. 
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MISUARI DISCUSSES MORO ISSUES 
Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 13 Dec 83 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Nusrat Javeed] 


[Text] Islamabad, Dec 12--Nur Misuari, Chairman Central Committee of the 
Moro National Liberation Front has regretted that majority of the Muslim 
world considered Moroland as an integral part of the Philippines and that 

the struggle waged by its people was supposed to be the struggle of a minority 
to safeguard its rights. The Moro struggle in fact, he said, was a war of 
national independence. 


Mr Misuari was talking to The Muslim after his arrival from Dhaka to take 
part in the moot ‘Islam Today.’ 

He said for more than 300 years Moro Muslims have consistently struggled 
against Spanish, Dutch, Japanese and American imperialism. "This is being 
acknowledged in the whole of South East Asia," he claimed, "that Moro are 
the only people in the region who had never been conquered by others." 


Talking about the latest developments, he said, "Most of the Moro area is 
being liberated from the enemy and we are now consolidating our position in 
the liberated zones." He said the important cities in the Moroland were 
being encircled by the MNLF. But we are refraining from launching a big 
offensive for the security of the innocent citizens who were being used as 
a sheild by the Philippine's army. 


He expressed his optimism regarding the future developments and said President 
Marcos was facing the greatest political crisis of his rule. He said the 
opposition in Philippines was bound to take the power into its hands in the 
near future and this would solve the problem. 


He claimed that every major opposition party, be it of the rightist or leftist 
tendencies, has clearly stated in its programme that after coming into power, 
the Moro Muslims will be given the right of self-determination. 
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He expressed his dissatisfaction over the help provided by the Muslim 
governments to his Front and claimed most of them even did not understand 
and appreciate their struggle. He said the Western media had successfully 
projected them as Communist guerillas who were just pretending to be Muslim 
nilitants. He said the irony of the situation was that most of the average 
Muslims accept this propaganda and start suspecting the anti-imperialist 
Muslims as Communists. 


Later, Mr Misuari addressed the International Islamic Conference and 
elaborated the history and development of the Moro struggle. He assured 
the participants of the conference that Moroland will soon be liberated and 
that after the liberation his Front will adopt the Islamic constitution 
drafted by the conference as the national constitution of the Islamic 
Moroland. 
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CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY LAUNCHED 11 DEC 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Dec 83 p 10 


[Text] A new national political party called "Christian Democratic Party" 
(CDP) was launched last Sunday at the St Scholastica College in Manila. 


The CDP officers said that the launching of the organization is a "fitting 
culmination and expression of no less than 13 years of long-term evolution." 
The party was registered with the Commission on Election (Comelec) last 
March. 


"We stand for new politics, new politicians, and a new political organiza- 
tion,’ the CDP officers said. 


The new political party said it has the support of the "new generation and 
a new breed that will be the true and authentic anti-thesis." 


Leaders of the CDP include former Mayor Rodolfo Buenavista, Baclaran, Trans- 
port Cooperative founder Glicerio Gervero, Federation of Free Workers vice 
president Ma. Vicenta de Guzman, Lirio Esguerra, barangay captain Dr Madrid 
Young, Christian Socialist founder Emmanuel Cruz and lawyer Carlos Serapio. 
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REPORTAGE ON VOTER REGISTRATION, POLLING PROBLEMS 

Daily on Registration Problems 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 p 6 
[Editorial: “Registration Problems"] 


[Text] Comelec Chairman Vicente Santiago, Jr said in effect that it is not 
only a question of money. Even if there were adequate funds for completely 
revising the lists of voters, the task will be attended by certain problems. 


He said teachers will have to work round-the-clock in the first half of Janu- 
ary and this may entail the suspension of classes. He said Comelec will 
have to increase its personnel two or three times to accomplish the job. 


He mentioned problems of registering voters in the far-flung areas. He 
expressed the view that the time left for the registration campaign was 
rather short. 


The chairman's views are in the nature of expert opinion and are, therefore, 
entitled to great weight. It does not mean that the difficulties mentioned 
are insurmountable, but if there are other experts who think they are not, 
they must come out with the suggestions as soon as possible if the lists 
are to be revised starting Jan 3 and 4 as the President indicated. 


Faced with the problems mentioned by the chairman, we are inclined to think 
that if we cannot be sure that changing the lists will be successful under 
the given constraints, we might as well give up the idea because should we 
insist P100 million might go down the drain. That is a lot of money. 


Short of a general revision, the Comelec may, on the representation of the 
parties, order revision in particular areas. Petitions can also be filed 

any time with the Comelec or the courts for the inclusion or exclusion of 

voters from the lists. 
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Private Sector Aid Welcomed 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Dec 83 p 4 
[Editorial: “Going Down to Details"] 


[Text] Acceptance by President Marcos of the private sector's proposal for 
a new registration of voters displays willingness to listen to any point of 
view which could contribute to the cause of national reconciliation and 
political stability. 


In agreeing to the proposal, the President also took up the offer of business 
leaders to raise P100 million to fund the new registration. The businessmen 
had made the offer to substantiate their claims of concern over what they 

say is a padded and faulty voters list. 


What needs to be hammered out are the mechanics of the plan. Already the 
KBL has agreed to set up a three-man committee to discuss with the business- 
men the details of the offer. 


The businessmen, through Victor Barrios, are now expounding on their offer. 
They speak of four premises. One, there must be a credible mechanism to 
oversee and countercheck the whole operation in support of the Comelec. 

Two, accountability for the resources used in the effort. Three, the 

amount offered refers to all elements of resources--men, money and materials-- 
and not to cold cash. And four, the offer is for the May polls and not for 
the January plebiscite. 


The differences in views at the outset, however, should not dampen the 
mutual cooperation forged by the President's acceptance of the offer. 
Apparently both the government and the private sector have the same goal 
in mind--that of making sure that the electoral process is guarded against 
abuse, fraud, and irregularities. There is time to reach an agreement on 
the finer points of the private sector's offer. Dispassionate and sincere 
discussions should start the ball rolling in this direction. 


Teachers Fear Poll Duties 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Dec 83 p 9 
[Article by Tony Pe. Rimando] 
[Text] Many public elementary school teachers in several parts of the 
country have reportedly expreseed their desire not to serve as poll clerks 
and chairmen of citizen election boards in the May 1984 Batasang Pambansa 
elections due to fears and apprehensions that they might be harmed or 
harassed by dissidents in their areas. 
This was gathered from several top field school officials during the third 


annual convention of schools superintendents in Quezon City recently. 
Most of the educators came from provinces in Luzon, Mindanao, and the Visayas 
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which are rocked by violence attributed to members of the New people's Army 
and Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF). 


The superintendents, who asked not to be identified, said not a few of their 
classroom teachers had personally pleaded to them through their principals 
and district supervisors not to be assigned for poll duty in far-flung 
communities in the coming election. 


The school officials noted that if they granted the pleas of their teachers 
there would practically be nobody left to perform the election work in many 
areas. 


The educators reported that they have requested the provincial commanders and 
military officers in their provinces to provide teachers with necessary 
military security, especially on the eve of the election. 


Some superintendents said they had asked approval from the Commission on 
Elections for the transfer of election precincts in rebel-infested comnuni- 
ties to the town proper. (Tony Pe. Rimando) 
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PHILIPPINES 


REJECTION OF SALONGA'S ELECTION BOYCOTT PROPOSAL REPORTED 
Liberal Party Rejection 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Dec 83 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The proposal of former Sen Jovito Salonga, Liberal Party (LP) 
president, to boycott the coming plebiscite on constitutional amendments 
and the election of members of the Batasang Pambansa drew reactions vester- 
day from several quarters. 


Former Ambassador Amelito R. Mutuc, an LP stalwart, opposed the Salonga 
proposal which, he said, would “surely mean the death of the LP.” 


Mutuc said it was "the obsession of the late Sen Benigno S. Aquino, Jr 
before his tragic death to revive, unify and strengthen the LP as a 
tormidable and militant force to check the abuses and misdeeds of the 


Marcos administration." 
Mutuc said he had talked with Aquino in the US several times. 


"Now is the time, better than any in the history of martial rule in the 
country, to revive the LP, especially now that Aquino, its rallying figure, 
is dead,” Mutuc said. 


To boycott the coming elections, Mutuc said, would run counter to Aquino's 
“fervent desire.” 


All LP members, he said, should unite and elect their leaders to fiscalize 
the Marcos administration. 


Assemblyman and Minister of State for Information Jose T. Tumbokon said 
the Salonga announcement confirmed observations that the opposition is 
"pathetically fragmented and suffering from incurable amnesia.” 


In questioning the legitimacy of the present government, Tumbokon charged 
the LP has only succeeded in exposing itself as "a modern-day Rip Van Winkle 
who pretended to be asleep since 1973 when a series of political exercises 
upheld the constitutionality of the New Republic.” 
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sture the LP would also be accusing other opposition elements now 
lective positions having participated in the alleged “travesty of 
toral processes,” the assemblyman said. 


LP was reminded that the proposed constitutional amendments to be 
submitted to the plebiscite were in response to the people's clamor for 
political retorms. 
fo ignore the people's clamor, as the LP has decided to do, is also to 
frustrate the people's political will, Tumbokon said. 


Columnist: Salonga Out of Touch 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Dec 83 p 6 


[Article by Jesus Bigornia: “Boycott Bid Shows Salonga Is Out of Touch"] 
[Text] If “leaders in exile” of the Liberal Party (LP) persist in boycotting 
next year’s polls, they may find themselves spurned by heretofore tractable 
followers. Signs of rebellion against unilateral decisions made abroad with- 
out consultation with the rank and file are cropping up in the most unexpected 
places. They indicate the need for the LP president, former Sen Jovito 
salonga, to come home and feel the pulse of the rank and file. Obviously, 
there is reason to belleve a widely-held claim that the party chief is ill- 
tdvised on the Philippine political situation. 


\s a regularly organized political party, the Liberal Party is entitled to 
poll officials with powers to police the voting, to official copies of 
election results at all levels. It should likewise rate at least two nominees 
in the Commission on Elections as the acknowledged opposition party before 
imposition of martial rule. It would be ridiculous for him to expect the 
whole of free elections be offered to him on a silver platter. He should come 
here and battle for each small blessing from the ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipu- 
nan (KBL). This is the only honorable way a leader may comport himself if he 
is to keep the respect and loyalty of his followers. 


Nowhere is defiance to dictates from abroad more evident than in Metro Manila. 
Real, if small, LP leaders in Manila show their disenchantment with and con- 
tempt for the LP president's boycott stance by joining other opposition 

eroups in putting up a slate for the Batasan election this coming May. Should 
they succeed in breaking the grasp of the KBL on Manila's electorate, theirs 
is the credit, but no kudos to absent leaders. Which makes political prognos- 
ticators wonder who will be singing, "Who's Sorry Now?" after May 4. 


0: 6200/7322 
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ASSEMBLYMAN'S EXCLUSION FROM XBL STRAW VOTE PROTESTED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Dec 83 p 14 


lArt icle 


[Text } 


CSO: 
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Jun Velasco] 


Consensus voting as « 
means of gauging the 
popularity of reelectionist 
and aspiring members of 
the Baetasan should in 
clude segments other 
than the mayore if « 
broader or more repre. 
sentative populace is to be 


Guzman (KBL Panga») 
nan) t report that he 
was eaned out of the ex 


slots ablated for Pangas- 


nan in @ straw vote made 
by Pangasinan mayors in 
Baguio recently It was 
reported that no lees than 
the President preanded the 
straw vote 

Those who made it to 
the magic six, sccording 
to The Courier, a leading 
Pangasinan newspaper... 
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‘PINES DALLY EXPRESS in English 18 Dec 


‘by Myrna Castro de la Torre: 


‘ 4 " 
jations”™ | 


Kuara LUMPUR — Governments 
i) Sowtheast Asa have scored major 
successes in recent years in their fight 
agenst the communust threat from 
local rebels. 

The threat, which brought many 
ot the guerilas to the urban centers 
0 years ago asin the Plulippines, has 
veen reduced to plain skirmishes 
with government lroops. 

Thailand iteelf, which has a 
tustory of long armed struggle against 
ihe outlawed communist party, said 

has ended the threat although 
Tulilaty action was still necessary in 
wire remote acas. 

ihe thveat of armed revalution no 
junger exists although military action 
agimet the Communist Party of 
Thauand w still necessary in the 
remote countrywde, Prume Minster 
Prem linsulanonds told the Foreign 
Correspondents Club of Thailand 
eather thus month 

eee 

BUT IN neatby Malaysia, Army 
Clue! General Tan Sn Zain Hashim 
has promused that his forces will fight 
the country’s communist guerillas 
until each one has been accounted 


tur 
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PHILIPPINES 


IN REGIONAL COMMUNIST INSURGENCIES 


B83 p 5 


"Decline 


Leaving even one communst 
unaccounted for is dangerous, he said 
as. he described communism as a 
cancer which has to be obliterated. 

in hus wew, the communist threat 
remains despite the reporied 
surrender of SOO meters of the 
Communist Party of Malaya »(CPM) 
in Souther Thailand last month 


Cen. Zain said uu made litile 
Gilerence whether outlawed CPM 
Secretary General Peng was still 
alive and operating along the 
Thai-Malaysian border. 

eee 


THE MALAYSIAN government 
later said it has found to be false a 
report that Chin Peng had reappeared 
in the country. 

Deputy Home Minister Mohamed 
Kassim Almad said al) indicators 
pant to Chin Peng’s remaining in a 
“far away country” that he fled to 
during the 1948-1 960 emergency. 

The statement trom Zain was 
followed by reports trom Kedah that 


communst guerilas fran the 
Marxist-Leninist and the 
revolutionary groups, who were 


previously diuded. have joined forces 
tO Carty ot aggreswon and create 





in Red Threat 








upheaval in Malsysu 
Bat the government us aware of 
these Vevelupmmunes ts 


IN THE Philippines. Detense 
Muster Juan Ponce ktnrile has 
warned members of the underg ound 
New People’s Army that they must 
surrender peacetully or “we will use 
every means to immobilize oF 
neutr@lize them 

“Brougi enough” ihe delense 
ctuef told reporters during 4 recent 
Da.ogue 

Every now and then reports of 
wut teaders by hard«ore guerilas and 
heir sympathizen filter into the 
capital. alongside reports of small 
ambushes o: clashes with government 
troops in some far-flung village 


THE PHILIPPINE government, 
whuch has been facing the communist 
threat since after the war in the 
'yUm has ann dunced a two-pronged 
policy in dealing with insur gents. 

Actording to Ensile. the 
goveroment will use force against 
force In dealing with “terronsts” of 
any ideviogca! persuasion, especially 
those who are engaged in activities 
inmacal to everyday livelihood of the 


uvillan popula von 
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The second pulky uw tut “sll 
proven members of ihe NPA and 
thew willing and active supporters in 
the field should now <onsider 
themselves far targets of our 
pvernment forces.” 

“The government will no longer 
fight with both hands.” Lnrile said. 


see 

THE DECLINE inthe tweat us 
seen by analyst as the result of 
China's New Policy towards the 
Southeast Asian countnes which o to 
strengthen ues with them following 
Peking’s conflict with Sovet-backed 
Vietnam. 

Of the non<ommunist countnes 
of the Assocation of Southeas: 
Asian «Nations (ASEAN) only 
Indonesia—which = crushed a 
communist coup in 1967 —does not 
have @plomatic ties with China, once 
regarded as the major provider of aid 
to outlawed communist parties in 
Southeast Asia. 

This month, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Qi Huaiyan said 
China would continue to have 
relauons with communist parties of 
other countnes, but siressed it would 
not interfere in the internal affan of 
other nations.” (OANA-PNA) 
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IN 15 DEC AGRAVA BOARD HEARING 


iN TODAY in English 16 Dec 83 pp l, 9 


ney 


G. Panaligan: 


Was there a black 
limousine that perked 
near the China Air Lines 
‘CAL) plane berthed at 
the Manila International 
Airport's Gate No. 8 mo- 
ments before former Sen. 
Benigno S. Aquino Jr. 
was assassinated last 
Aug 21° 

If there was such a 
black limousine parked 
near the CAL plane that 
brought Aquino from 
Taipeh, who were its pas- 
sengers and what did they 
do” 

Why did the black 
limousine pass very near 
the nght side of the CAL 
plane on its way out of 
Gate No. 8? 

These questions sur- 
faced yesterday in the 
course of the testimony of 
Lt. Ivar Padao before the 
fact-finding board investi- 
gating the Aquino assas- 
sination 

It was board member 
Ernesto Herrera who 
asked Padao whether the 
lieutenant noticed a black 
limovs ne parked near 
the CAL plane moments 
before the assassination. 

Before asking the ques- 
tion, Herrera cautioned 
Padao to answer it care- 
fully and truthfully be- 


"Black Car Seen at MIA?"] 


cause the airport mainte- 
nance men near Gate No. 
& who were members of 
his (Herrera's) Trade Un- 
ions Congress of the Phi- 
lippines reportedly told 
him about the presence of 
the limousine at the 
tarmac. 

But Padao, who was the 
leader of two teams de- 
ployed at the rear of the 
CAL plane answered “no” 
to the question In effect, 
Paduo told the board he 
gid not notice any 
limousine that parked 
near the CAL plane 

Interviewed after the 
public hearing which 
lasted until early evening 
yesterday, Herrera told 
reporters “Better attend 
all our public hearings 
becuuse the questions on 
the black limousine will 
be answered there ” 

Other developments 

1 Agapito ‘Butz’ 
Aquino, younger brother 
of the slain senator re- 
portedly accepted the 
board's invitation 
However, this was not 
confirmed by the board 
The younger Aquino was 
reported as saying that he 
will consult with his 
lawyer if he will testufy or 
not 

2 Col Rolando Abadil 
la, head of the Metrocom 
Intelligence and Secunty 


PH] 


LIPPINES 





CSO: 


(roup hes been sche 
duled by the board to tes 
tify adday It was Abediiia 
who allegedly removed 
the name plate of alleged 
assassin Kolando Galman 
while the alleged gunman 
was sprawled on the 
tarmac 

During earlier hear- 
ings. it was alleged that 
Gaiman entered the air- 
port using the name of a 
certain Dominador 
Aguayo. reportedly a 
member of the Presiden 
tial Security Command 

Aside from Abadilla, 
als scheduled w testify 
tuday was Florante Mag- 
damo, airport flight con- 
troller whom two em 
ploves of the Bureau of 
Air Transportation 
claimed was the person 
who instructed them to 
radio the CAL pilots w& 
keep the passengers in- 
side the plane until prop 
erly checked 

3 Board hearing 
secretary and deputy 
genera! counse! Alvino 
Arriero, said Defense 
Minister Juan Ponce En- 
rile had signified hie in 
tentior to teatify before 
the bh ard 


4200/315 


In his teetimony, Padao 
seid his men deployed 
around the rear section of 
the CAL plane He said 
his teams mason was to 
see to it that no unautho 
rued person entered the 
secured premises 

Capt Romeo Bautista. 
head of the intelligence 
directorate of the Avie- 
tion Secunty Command, 
also testified yesterday 

In the course of his 
testimony, Board Member 
Dante Santos became vis- 
ibly irked in what Santos 
claimed eas Bautista’s in- 
consistencies 

While Bautssta said in 
the early part of his test- 
mony that the areas of 
responsibility of his 20- 
man intelligence team 
were the east and west 
satellite of the airport and 
the customs, immigra- 
tion, and quarantine, he 
later told the board that 
he instructed two armed 
men of his tearm to check 
the people milling at the 
tarmac of Gate No 7 

“You said earlier that 
your areas of responsibi!. 
ity are the second and 





thurd floors of the airport 
complez. you meen you 
are now telling the board 
thet you intervene in the 
secunty aspect of the ts 
mac” Santos asked 

Bautista seid that 
while his teams reeponn: 
bility was the intelligence 
aspect of the security 
plan, he said his team can 
from time to time check 
secunty measures in the 
other aspects depending 
on circumetances 


In the early part of his 
testimony, Bautista said 
that al) his 20 men were 
wearing polo barong with 
only two armed members 

But in the letter part of 
his testimony, be admit 
ted that one of his men 
was wearing khak: un). 
form last Aug 21 when he 
was confronted by the 
boerd with «@ picture 


showing @ man in khak; 
uniform 


wearing @ khek . 
form ) _ 
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PH 


ILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS 


YOPHOLES IN AFP VERSION OF 


THE AGRAVA fact-finding 
board, assessing the testimonies so far 
recened by it from military witness 
es, SayS many points in the military's 
version Of the Aug 2! assassination 
of tormer Sen Benigno S$ Aquino 
J; need further clarification, board 


chairman Corazon Agrava said yester 
day 


“We believethat there are many 
wose ends in the military's account 
of the Aquino assassination,” Agra 
va said in a press conference after 
the board's Friday hearing at the So 
cla! Security System 


First, Agrava said, it has not been 
sulficiently explained how Aquino’s 
alleged assassin, 
was able to penetrate the tight air- 
port security laid out for the oppo- 
sition leader by the Aviation Se- 
curnty Command 

eee 

SECOND, it is not clear why 
four soldiers who were guarding the 
foot of the stairs of the Gate & of the 
Manila International Airport, where 
Aquino descended after disembark 
ing from the plane that brought him 
in last Aug 21, had to be moved 
away, another board official pointed 
out 


Rolendo Galman, 


SLAY ING 


in English 18 Dec 83 pp 1, 6 


Thud, it is not sufficiently 
explained yet why the rear doors of a 
milary vanthat was waiting for Aqui- 
no at the tarmac remained closed 
even when Aquino was not yet in at 
the time, Agrava added She said the 
dosed doors appeared contrary to 
the Filipino value of receiving guests 
with open arms 


AGRAVA ALSO said that the 
board has not yet received any re- 
ply on requests made with the Japan- 
ese government on the possibility of 
a Japanese journalist, Kiyoshi Waka. 
miya, testifying before the board on 
his claum that soldiers shot Aquino 

“We have not received any formal 
answer from Wakamiya yet,” Agrava 
said. She said that the board is not 
aware of any proposals or conditions 
imposed by Wakamiya for his appear- 
ance 

Wakamiya was one of a dozen re- 
porters who accompanied Aquino on 
the China Airlines plane 

Agrava said that the board has 
started noticing a “shape” in their in- 
vestigations. She refused, however, to 
elaborate. She said thatthe board still 
needs greater public support and co- 
operation if it is to succeed 
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tors of yovernment. lhnis gives the majority party a distinct 
1. 1 | > | } VR 
en in a clean and order! election. ln the second pide, the KSI 


iw cis | if Pe ner! rmance is concerned. A long list 0} > ub lis 


is in be seen, rice and corn production is as good as ever and 


rit as the advantage of being the critic, and it has m 1 to 
spite the achievements of the administration. The KSL will tind 


t ¢t explain the economic breakdown of the country late last year; 
ve to clarity issues involving its inabilitv to allocate badlv needed 


the importation of raw materials to keep the wheels of industry 


i will have to explain two devaluations of the peso to the dollar 


. ‘ i ri ‘ . 
stration will also have to swallow the bitter pill of the Aquino 
n. Although according to the KBL the assassination is not of the 


ion’s muking, it is still answerable for it because it is in power. 


Will be on the tfense on matters which affect good gove mment 
ion. They will talk about gratt and corruption in high circles 
ronment, of favoritism in trade deals, of discrimination in many 
ideavor and of the miscarriage of justice to favor the influential, 

and the wealthy against the lowly and the downtrodden. 


rtant, however, is that both the majority and minority parties pledge 
he sanctity of the ballot. Obviously, the minority will not be alone 
‘'r a clean and orderly election on May 14. It will have the support 
nal Movement for Free Election (Namfrel) and teachers who have 

» keep a sharp eve on the election outcome. 

it ius pledged a clean and orderly election on Mav 14 and Comelec 


ente M. Santiago has taken steps to make sure that preparations 


that partv machines keep within the Limits of party politics in the 


tions. Flection traud, flying voters and terrorism cannot be permitted 


edence ver the primary hope of the nation--that of setting a precedent 








LI ION, PREMEDITATION’ IN AQUINO SLAYIN 
LETIN TODAY in English 1L6 Dec 83 p 36 
ntary by Ramon Tulfo in the “Police News Roundup” column] 


\n avid follower ot the Agrava tact-finding board has sent us 


the precision ot negligences on the part of witnesses being 

ed | th yrava Commission, coupled with the circumstances, it 
ident that there was ‘llusion and premeditation somewhere. 

1 more?" 


‘or was overheard to say during one of the “dry" days at the Agrava 

“Fiftvemillion katao alam kung sinong pumatay kay 
Kavone Lima (referring to the five-member fact-finding board) 
ngavon sinisivasat pa ninyo. (50 million people know who had 

killed. But the five of you up to this time still want to know who 


wO/ 31¢ 
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itasang Pambansa tinally approved on second reading vesterday 
wiking it mandatory tor the government to undertake an urban 


jand retorm and social housing program. 
lft resident Marcos had issued several decrees providing tor adequate 
icllities to deserving landless and homeless city residents, the 
ra | now be expressed clearly as a constitutional policy. 


rtion ot the vast tract of government land surrounding the Batasan may 
to deserving landless occupants of many years as a result of the 
approval. 


ropor t t the resolution said the squatters occupying these areas are 
t . good faith, unlike those who illegally took possession of the 
land alone the Mariano Marcos ave who were ejected and relocated. 


ther areas squatters in good faith will not be disturbed unnecessarily 
intil a lution could be found to their problem and unless they can be 


’ 


r orl relocated. 


ition was authored principally by Assemblymen Herimias Montemayor 
’s Region), Luis Taruc (KBL, Central Luzon), Estanislao Alines, 
“Yetro Manila), and Rogelio Quiambao (KBL, Metro Manila), and a 
irt it roup of 47 other assemblymen. The resolution was originally 
iced by Justice Minister Ricardo Puno. 


ition would amend the Constitution by adding a last paragraph to 
Article XIV. It took the Batasan several days of debate and 
tor llation before the measure was finally passed. 








Brig Gen Bennmin 
M Divinagracia. com 
manding general of the 
Sed Infantry (Army 
Division based in ( ebu 
City, has asked for a 
resurvey of its “dium 
nishing” military re 
servation in Lahug 

The move followed a 
discovery that more 
than 21 hectares pf th 
reeervation area of 
149169 hectares have 
been lost to squatters 
who succeedec in hav 
ing them titled in their 
names A lot ts occu 
pied by a five-star tour- 
ist hote! 

The resurvey was re 
quested in a letter 
dated Nov 16 by Dh 
vVinagracia to Ma) 
Gen Josephus & 
Ramas, Army com 
manding genera! 

Documents showed 
that the mulitary re 


‘lish 


IFOPARDIZES ° 


lo Dex 4} p 


servation was acquired 
under Banilad Friar 
Estates from the Cebu 
provincial government 
and through expropria- 
tion 

A total of 54.46 hec. 
tares of the area was 
temporarily occupied 
by the Civil Aeronau- 
tice Administration 
when the Lahug air- 
port was still in opera. 
tion The CAA would 
move out if and when 
the Mactan Airport is 
opened and oper- 
ational 

Another 22 hectares 
are also temporarily 
occupied by the Bureau 
of Forestry 

Divinagracia said 
that due to some admi- 
nistrative oversight, 
especially on funding 
requirements, previous 
landowners who 
allegedly continued to 
pay land taxes caused 


OPERATIONS 


1h 


the transfer of some 
titles to buyers without 
coordinating with 
proper military au- 
thorities. 

As @ consequence, he 
explained, the reserva. 
tion appears technical. 
ly reduced to areas 
with existing military 
facilities and installa. 
tions. Thus, he said, 
military security train. 
ing activities and ex. 
pansional projects are 
jeopardized 

Sources in Lahug 
said a big portion of the 
“missing” reservation 
is being occupied by a 
hotel and smaller lots 
had been “titled” to in- 
fluential squatters 

Aside from occupy- 
ing part of the reserva- 
tion, the sources said 
that the hotel is also 
drawing its water 
needs from the milit- 
ary's water system 
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Rod Villa, Jr] 


Commissioner 
Edmundo Reyes of im 
migration and deporta 
tion has decided to 
grant multiple entry 
permite to foreyn tour 
iets as a new boost to 
the tourism ‘industry 
now booming in areas 
Outside of Metro 
Manila 

He rushed additiona! 
teams to reinforce 
those posted at the Un 
ited States naval base 
in Subic, Olongapo 
City, and at Clark Air 
Base in Angeles City 
owing to the heavy in 
flux of arrivals there 

“Foreign tourists 
may now come to the 
country as often as 
they want to without 
necessarily ‘renewing 
their vieas.” Reyes 
aaid 

He reported tourist 
turnout was particu 
larly heavy in Subic 
which has been boom 
ing with thousands of 
workers on furlough 


mostiy from Diego 
Garcia, the U-shaped 
atoll in the Indian 
Ocean where the US is 
building its second big 
gest base, after Subic, 
outside of the Amer. 
ican continent 


Reves said American 
servicemen and other 
nationalities were 
spending an average of 
$1,500 during their 
stay at Subic and 
Clark 


The commissioner 
said Subic was en- 
joving a cyclical bonan 
ta from the regular 
arrival of US ships. 
and specially aircraft 
carners each of which 
unloads up to 6,000 per 
sonnel to lavish Olon 
gapo with up to $105 
million in shopping 
aprees and splurges for 
other services 

Earlier, Reves 
rushed additional 
teams to cope with the 
heavy foreign turnout 


PHILIPPINES 


of arrivals diverting 
from trouble-wracked 
Metro Manila to enjoy. 
he said, “the sun, sea 
and sex” in Cebu City, 
and elsewhere in the 
Visayas and Min- 
danao 


Until he liberalized 
requirements for en- 
try, tourists were 
allowed up to 21 days 
of stay without visa, 
and up to 59 days with 
a visa 

With the multiple 
entry visa, tourists 
may now stay up to 59 
days and then return 
as often as they Want 
to for two years. Under 
special arrangements. 
they may enjoy their 
stay under these cond). 
tions for up to four 
years 

He urged govern. 
ment agencies and the 
private sector to cash 
in on the bonanza in 
the countryside 











BRIEFS 


COCONUT PRODUCT EXPORTS UP=--Philippine coconut products exports for Uctober 
rose in volume (Cin copra terms) by 6.36 percent to 159,865 tons compared to 
October 1982 but dropped by a 6.01 percent to 1,453,796 tons for the first 
lO months compared to the similar 1982 period, a preliminary report showed. 
The report of the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) also showed that in 
value coconut earnings rose a staggering 78.4 percent more in October this 
vear than last year for a total of 82.01 million dollars. But on a January 
to October basis, the advance was only 0.78 percent for a total of 528.48 
million dollars. Principal export product remained coconut oi! with earnings 
tf 61.4 million dollars for October of 108.24 percent more than last year 
while first LO months earnings were up 10 percent to 387.03 million dollars. 
Exports of copra remained suspended. (AFP) [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY 
in English 15 Dec 83 p 26] 


SAMAR NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BETS--Aspirants for the lone assembly seat in Eastern 
amar have surfaced. Names mentioned in the KBL camp are Assemblyman Victor 
\masa, superintendent of schools Fidel Anacta, Vice-Governor Vicente Valley, 
Cocoted manager Celestino Sabate and Judge Maximo Japson. Known opposition- 
ists are Camelo Libanan and Jose Tan Ramirez, the later a defeated candidate 
tor Congressman in the pre-martial law days. Jaime Farrales, another opposi- 
tionist who has gained prominence in his law practice in Metro Manila and 
broad and a new tace in the political arena, is being groomed by national 
opposition leaders to head a coalition in the area. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN 
PODAY in English 15 Dec 83 p 16] 


CAVITE NPS IN HUMAN RIGHTS DRIVE--The Cavite NP chapter will continue to 
participate in fiscalizing the government in order to protect the human 
rights of every Caviteno and at the same time promote public welfare. Ina 
human rights symposium sponsored by the Cavite Youth Leaders Association 
headed by well-known economist Mario Villareal, former Kawit (Cavite) Mayor 
Florentino Aguinaldo Bautista, Jr, who is Cavite NP chairman, said for the 
past several vears the NP chapter has harnessed party talents in providing 
issistance and welfare services to victims of oppression and poverty. 

As a result of the program, he reported, the chapter had secured thi 

release of detainees, assisted society in the promotion of peace and order 
ind provided food and shelter to victims of calamities in depress: rea 
the p 


nce. He stressed that since by natural and constitutiona ndate 


rovi 











rit it the state is the prime dut yf every itizen, it i 2 


hin the duty of every leader even former ofticials like him, to work for 
the weltare ot his fellow men tor only then that the security of tlw int? 
is assured. He reiterated the Cavite NP‘'s commitment to human right ind 
weliare services. In another development, the Cavite NP issued a _lariti- 
ition on the name of one “Luis Batino” reported in the press as an aspirant 
issembivman in Cavite. The correct name of the aspirant i tT iti 
who is a well known lawyer from Tagaytay Citv. [Text] [Manila IN 
TODAY in English 15 Dec 83 p 13] 
KKK POLICY REVIEW SOUCHT--Cagayan De Vro City--Concerned citizens including 
local ofticials have asked the Ministry ot Human Settlements to review its 


Al 


policies on the granting of Kilusang Kabuhavan at Kaunlaran (KKK) loans “to 
woid losses of funds.” The review was suggested by several individual: 
led by Kagawad Culllermo C. Parrel who criticized the MHS for the delay in 
the implementation of the ministry's housing projects here and nearby 
Gingoog City. He said the intended beneficiaries of the BLISS housing 
project at Balulang have been waiting since December last year tor tly 
they can occupy their plots but of the 50 units being constructed, onl, 
thout 30 have so far stood up. On the other hand, he said, the wood materials 
tlready attached to the housing units in Gingoog City have started to rot. 
ret, the MHS cannot tc*,. when the project will be completed. Parrel lamented 
that several KKK projects suffered from diversion of funds. As an example, 

1 very close relative of a local politician was granted P957,000 by the KKK 
to finance the rehabilitation of their family's laundry business, he said. 
“Althoueh this familv was able to improve their residence and constructed a 
new commercial building, not a move has so far been taken to rehabilitate the 
laundry business. The city alderman is questioning the validity of the KKK 
loan approval since the project will only benefit one family. Parrel said 
that this is not the only case in which KKK funds were diverted by the 
beneficiaries. (CAN, Jr) [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 

LS I sip 10] 


COMMISSION APPROVES LAND PLANS--The Human Settlements Regulatory Commission 
‘4s approved Land use plans and books of maps fur seven more areas for 
priority development (APD) or blighted areas in Metro Manila. The latest 
Match of land use plons brought to 147 the total of APDs with formulated 
ind use plans. The number includes the 20 earlier contracted to the Univer- 
itv of the Philippines planning and development office. The urban land 
reform program of the government is initially focused on these areas, Under 
1 presidential proclamation there are 245 ADPs§ including the Dagat-Dagatan 
irea in Tondo, Manila. In the APDs, rentals of residential and commercial 
buildings and lands have been frozen until further notice to avoid specula- 
tion by land and building owners. All transactions over property have to 
a leared with the HSRC. This covers mortgages, sales and other incum- 
‘rances over the property. The areas covered by the new land use plans ars 
‘Pp 17, barangay Bagong Lipunan, Santolan Road, Quezon City; APD 46, Balong 
fato, Ouezon City; APD 56, Block 15, barangay Bungad, Quezon City; APD 4, 
Marulas, Valenzuela, Metro Manila; APD 3, back of old municipal building, 


\Pp 4, barangay Pitogo, Makati: and APD 5, baranga san Isidro, 


Paranaque: Al 
insibar and Borneo sts., Makati. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODA’ 
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| SLANDS 


SOLOMON 


NDI TUR! FOR 1984 OUTLINED 


Honiara SOLOMON STAR in English \ 


(Text } 


The Solomon Islands Government 
has earmarked $75 million to be spent 
during its 1984 Piscal year 


Ot this total, $43.5 million would be 
spent on recurrent expenditure, $28.2 
million on development expenditure and 
$3.3 million would be in the torm ot 
maternal aid trom donor countries 


Introducing 1984 Appropri 
ation Bill, the Minister, Mr 
Bartholomew Uluta‘alu said that although 
the economy has survived 
the world recession imto an upward 
turn, people should not relax or sit back, 
much trom the Govern 
ment, of tor such situation to continue 

it is that the 
1984 Budyet and policics must be geared 


the 
Finance 


country's 


cUpes ting 100 


therefore important 


fora} rudent \ pansion”, he said 
Touching on wages and prices, Mr 
Ulutajalu said that) pay increases for 


1984, would not be more than anything 
in the range of 5 per cent to 7 per cent 
This would apply not only to basic rates 
but also carnings related by 


to ratio 


to thosc ratcs 


74 
jj 


He said that as a result of Pay fiscs 
trom 5 7 per cent, and import price 
increases from 5 per cent - 10 per cent, 
it may be et to hold the rate ot 
inflauon in 1984 below its present rate 
ot about 8 percent 

Imports of tuel and investment goods 
are expected to increase in value by 
15 per cent to 20 per cent, and some 
incrcase oi Imports of consumption 
goods is also cxpectcd as more people 
oO into wage cmployment, and rural 
Pusch olds spend their increased copra 
incomes 


“The improvement we are Now secing 


in exports should be maintained in 1984. 
We expect increase carnings trom all our 
exports’, he said 

The Minister said that production 
increases of 5 per cent to 15 per cent 
arc) predicted for copra, cocoa, palm 
oil and kernels, timber logs and fish. 
Although little improvement is expected 
in prices for logs and fish, vegetable 


oil prices should remain high for most 
of 1984 





taxation, Mr Ulutaalu sand that 


The Finance Minister said that | 
~ by no hange in mpany ext ted vhs : ibl ector t \ t 
“ personal income tax, as well as $15 million up to $20 millior “ 
port dutre fixed assets and th privat t 

1? mportant changes are =being make fixed mvecstment ¢ , ad 

ad f cport duties the sam importar 

The futy nn Opta has heer ret Mr tiluta al ’ vad that ref] ing 

fu {1 because of the much im hack to the diff le crtuation the country 
proved copra pnces. The duty ts now experienced since J9R1, it ts clear that 
pavable at 15% instead of 20% and on aur economy has survived the world 
" vised tormula that gives the COpta 


recession in a reasonable shape. He sa! 
prod re rt ye tree price of this is largely because of the strong 
$} " ! fcad ot 1RO as wtore 


determination by the Government in 
As trom November 24. duty” on 


adopting realistic and practic al measures 


a being reintroduced at 2% per in managing its economy well, and that 
id of 10% and duty on timber the people's ex pec tations have heer 

logs ts being increased. It will now be ressanebic 
| n the duty on all sizes of log The Minister said that “as a result 
fob pnce) instead of 7% per cent of these self-imposed measures, our 
tor «mail! S and 10 percent for normal economy is expec ted to grow by 5 

per cent or more during 1984 ° 
Er 200/ 325 





} oY BOT 
IN in lish 10 
walit Thanachanan, Verno! 
reign | i lub meeting 
} 
1 IS AN HONOUR and pn 
eve for me to be invited to 
speak to a big gathering of for 
*wn bankers at this Annual Asian 
Foreign Exchange Club meeting 
| should like to begin my talk by 
pomting out some of the salient 


eatures of our economy. Thailand 
has the distinction of being one of 
a few countnes which have main- 
tained a relatively high rate of 
gowth throughout the past two 
decades, the baht ts also one of the 
most stable currencies in the world 
A number of economists and finan- 
cial commentators attribute Thai- 
land’s success in these two areas to 
several key factors, namely, 

1) virtually restrictions on 
current) transactions and capital 
tlows 

2) pursuit of cautious fiscal and 
monetary policies 

3) prudent management of for- 
eign borrow ings 
4) high level of foreign exchange 


reserves 


no 


‘gard to the financial 
$e r the past three decades 
the rcial banking system has 
als ‘na remarkable progress 
In quantitative terms, growth rates 
f total assets, capital funds, depo- 
ave been as high as 


sits and loans h 


8-21 per cent 


Like all other developing coun- 
tnes the tirst conumercial bank in 
Thailand was a branch of foreign 


, np ]? 
the Bank of Thailand, at 
the Royal Orchid Hotel 


bank, in this dase the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation 
which was established in 1S&S 
This was followed by branches of 
a few other foreign banks in 
subsequent years. During the fust 
half of the present century foreign 
banks therefore played avery domu- 
nant role in the trade financing and 
business transactions in the coun 
try. Only after the end of the Se 
cond World War that Tha: commer- 
cial banks began to forge ahead of 
the branches of foreign banks in 
volume of deposits, capital and ac- 
commodation to business. As of 
now , despite the fact that the num- 
ber of branches of foreign banks is 
almost the same as that of Thai 
banks, their market share repre- 
sents a mere 3-5 per cent of the 
whole banking system depending 
on how it is measured 


Various aspects of the role of 


foreign banks in Thailand have been 
discussed and analysed nn recent 
years. Talk also abounds regarding 
the Government's policy on possi- 
ble new entnes of foreign banks. In 
the light of these discussions, I 
think it will be very useful for me 
to discuss this very important mat- 
ter in depth 

What is the roje of banking in 
general” In simplified form, | would 
say that a bank is supposed 


to 


mobilize funds in order to tinance 
trade and development in the most 








ethoent manna consstent with 
the econom and financial policies 
of the country. In addition, a 
should contribute to the proper 
functioning of money and foreign 
exchange mark ets 

With those functions m mind 
we tum now to the more specific 
juestion What are the foreign 
banks supposed to do and possibly 
Jo better m Thailand’ 

On the question of fund mobil. 
vation, one has to distinguish be 
tween domestic sources and foreign 
sources As regards domestic 
sources, it is clear that foreign 
hanks are In no position to compete 
with domestically imcorporated 
hanks as they are not permitted to 
have sub-branches in the country 
Although this restriction certamly 
puts foreign banks at a disadvantage 
as compared with Tha banks. the 
tact that it is the only preferential 
treatment enjoyed by the latter in 
thes own country should be re- 
cognized All of you probably agree 
with i.e that in most other coun- 
tries official regulations of activities 
of foreign Danks are much more se- 
vere and restrictive 

Turning to trade and investment 
financing, it. often claimed that 
more entries of foreign banks will 
introduce modern techniques of 
financing to the Thai financial 
scene. However, one must admit 
that these skills are easily transfer. 
able It is widely accepted that 
banking is one of the few profes. 
sions where skills are easily acqua- 
ed, compared with other areas 
Many banks in Thailand have 
world-wide reputations 

If one differentiates between 
domestic and foreign currency 
financing, as far as domestic financ 
ing is concerned, it follows that, 
with their local currency base, Thai 
domestic banks could finance 
domestic trade and mvestment 
needs quite readily. Also, I do not 
believe that anyone can argue that 
indigenous banks are not better 
placed than foreign banks as far as 
ascertaining the needs of local cus- 
tomers is concerned. After all, 
banking is fundamentally a people. 
oriented business 

However, with respect to foreign 
currency financing, | am certain 
that foreign banks, whether or not 


they have an office here, play a 
very crucial role For a developing 
country like Thailand. the confi- 
dence of, and cammitmentss by mn 
ternational commercial banks and 
the international investrnent com 
munity at large & Of extreme un 
portance Foreign banks have the 
expertise and the connections re- 
quired in order to mduce capital 
necessary for economic develop 
ment. In my opimon, the signifi 
cance of expanding and diversify ing 
funding sources cannot he ques 
tioned 


What is under study m the case 
of Thailand has been the question 
whether a foreign bank must havea 
branch in the country to be able to 
entice capital investment tron 


abroad 


It is quite clear that mumate 
acquaintance and involvement with 
the country play a significant role 
in financing decisions. Another 
widely discussed and debated as 
pect is the importance of branches 
as opposed to representative offices 
and other forms of representation 
in the country. There are various 
cases in many parts of the world 
where countnes permit no branches 
of foreign banks, but intensive 
capital inflows have been attracted 
Australia and the Scandinavan 
countries are cases in point 


Here, there has also been no 
clear correlation between the capi- 
tal-inducing role of foreign banks 
and their status as a branch or re 
presentative office. Some foreign 
banks which have just representa. 
tive offices have brought in more 
capital than many banks who have 
branches. This phenomenon is not 
altogether surprising, as modern 
communications have done away 
with the need for physical presence 
Bankers frequently travel to any 
corners of the world which require 
financing and are considered at- 
tractive credit risks on the part of 
the lender. The economic funda. 
mentals of any country are analys- 
ed in the financial press to be read 
by all who are interested. In short, 
physical presence is no longer a pre- 
condition for funding commit. 
ments. Nor other activities for that 
matter 








As you afe quite awaic, lori 
exchange markets in) Thailand ar 
neither telanced nor well fm 
tioned In some respects, tus b 
quite understandable Imports of 
goods have tradiuonally exceeded 
exports. In addition, most exports 
are made on a cash or very short 
credit term bags, whde unports are 
paid on a relatively long term basis 
This phenomenon causes demand 
for forward US dollars, the main 
trading currency, to usually exceed 
supply of forward US dollars. Up. 
ward pressure on the premuum of 
forward US dollars in relation to 
the Thai baht is recurrent. Major 
Thai banks whose main customers 
afe exporters become sole suppliers 
of forward dollars, thus mor o 
less controlling the forward market 
in this country 

Up to now, it can be said that 
branches of foreign banks in Thai- 
land have made no. significant 
contribution to expanding — the 
breadth and depth of the foreign 
exchange market here. Ths obsr- 
vation is intended not to place 
the blame on foreign bank branch 
es, but only torefure claims made 
by international banks to the effect 
that, if they were permitted entry, 
they would make foreign exchange 


markets more broad and deep be- 
cause of their world-wide ex- 
perience. Past expenence does not 
indicate this. | hope that such 
claims could be substantiated by 
the foreign banks already having a 
presence here. Of course, our 
friends from foreign branches might 
argue that the regulatory frame- 
work as existing in Thailand is not 
conducive to the positive roles 
foreign banks could play in the 
foreign exchange markets. | have 
yet to receive concrete and well- 
reasoned suggestions on this matter. 

The various reservations which I 
have already indicated concer 
the contributions of foreign banks 
in Thailand do not imply that I am 
opposed to new entries of foreign 
banks. In my personal opinion, I 
sincerely believe that foreign banks 
can play useful and positive role in 
furthering the realization of some 
of the economic objectives of the 
country. 


As far as international trade u 
concerned, | am confident that 
foragn banks can play very sign 
ticant roles, especially regarding 
the trade Thailand has with faraway 
sountnies, especially in Africa, the 
Middle East and South America, 
becaus of thea world-wide connec 
lions and branches in those weas 
This is increasingly important in 
light of Thailand's attempts to ex 
pand export business in new miar- 
Kets. I sincerely hope that foreign 
banks wall continue to be interested 
in this business 

Having touched on various issues 
regarding the role of foreign banks. 
| would like to add that we at the 
Bank of Thailand have congdered 
various alternatives through which 
more parucipation of foreign banks 
can be attained. These alternatives 
comprise the attempt to estabhsh 
Bangkok as one of the offshore 
banking centres, the granung of 
restricted licence to selected for- 
eign banks to operate locally, and 
to permit the opening of mor 
loreign bank branches 

As regards the feasibility study 
of the establishment of offshore 
banking centre, we have found tha, 
the viability of such an operation 
is Ver) uncertain as the business is 
hughly competitive. Large govern. 
nent mvestment im intraétrudcture 
to mprove communication system 
is also envisaged These uncertainti- 
es and the cost involved seem to 
outweigh the benefits we would 
reap in the forms of increasing tax 
revenue, transfer of financial tech- 
nology and expertise and wider 
access to international financial 
markets 

Among the remaining alterna- 
tives, | believe personally that the 
admission for more branches of for- 
eign banks would contribute most 
to the Thai economy. This is in 
spite of the fact that in terms of 
the mobilization of foreign funds 
the contribution of representative 
offices have surpassed that of 
existing oranches of foreign banks. 
The benefits, I believe, will result 
mainly trom stronger competiton 
in the current banking system 
which, hopefully, would lead to 





cost advantages tor Thaw customers, 
imowation and efficient servicing 
t customer needs Transfer of 
technology and expertise is another 
area where branches of foreign 
hanks & anticipated to contribute 
relatively more 

Ova these past years, interna- 
tional markets have undergone 
dramatic changes. Unexpected fi 
nancial events have taken place in 
domestic markets of most coun- 
tres. Thailand ts ro exception 

in recent years, the financial 
sxene m our country ha changed 
remarkably. The interest rate struc- 
ture has been made more flexible 
resulting in a highly competitive 
financial situation. Good lability 
management cannot be attained 


without congderatior of the pre- 


vailing market condition which & 
the product of (macroeconomic 
realities and policies, both domesti- 


cally and owerseas. Bankers must 
compete ngorously for funds in the 
dome suc markets. Thea campet- 
tion is not limuted to that among 
themselves but also with other fi- 
nancial instututions Existing for 
cign branches have to adapt to 
those realities. They must realize 
that during the last Uuvee yeas 
there have been more changes in 
the banking busmesses tha had 
taken place m _ the preceding 
twenty years. Without professional 
adaptation, thew role would be 
gradually dzninished. International 
banks aspiring to get into Thailand 
must show us the specific benefits 
Thailand could achieve by permitt- 
ing new foreign banks in Thailand. 

As a hard headed central banker. 
the discussion on this matter should 
not be based on hearsay and wom. 
out reasons but on well-reasoned 
arguments consistent with practical 
realities. 











THAILANDS neral export value on 
195.) will be leas than last veare 10,169 
millron baht. largely due to the world 
wide economic recession which results 
in depreseed dernand and low market 
prices 


lhirector General “ivavong ( hang 
haat f thy Department of Mineral! 
h, et the international sym 
> , he Role of Government in 
Minera! Ne ee J deve loprnne nt’ held 

+} } ('rchod Hotel that it uw 

tha } years mineral exports 

" t for less these obtained rn 
1s 

1} lecreased value 1s aleo due to the 
t outer trol restriction imposed 
t International Tin Council, of 
ws | [heailand i a member, since 
Apr! 1482 during the low market price 
; he " 

wt, < ng ithe 13.19 annual 
yr thin on g prod ng as eet in 
thy rrent Fifth Natrona Develop 
ment Plu U8! §6H) ve somewhat amb 
. enging 


lf the mune prod cthon target is te 


iti English 5S vec 


irD FOR MINE EXPORT EARNINGS 


s 4 p »)) 


~* 


be met the production must expand at 
twice the rate of the economy @F 68 
whole, and al! parties concerned must 
work hard im order to achieve thie 
otyective, he added 

According to the Fifth Plan, it i 
aimed that production of tin, the coun 
try ® major mineral! commodity, should 
grow at only a minima! rate, while 
production of other minerals would be 


as much as practicable 


Mineral commodities are anticipated 
to continue to be a significant factor im 
the nation s overal! economy as shown 
in the past, he said 

The total value of minerals produced 
excluding indigenous natura! gas and 
oil, has wncreased from 3.100 millon 
baht in 1975 to 10,169 million baht last 
year The valve of mineral exports in 
1982 represented 62% of Thailand's 
total export earnings 


} 


Among several minerals tin remains 
@ major cormmodity which if 1982 ax 
counted for RZ of the export value of 
all minerals 


THAILAND 





THAILAND Tantalum Industry Corp Ltd, the world’s largest tantalum factory 


located m 


Phuket Province, has obtained a 


loan of US$53.5 million from the 


World Bank to finance the operations of its US$90 million plant. 


The loan was signed on Thursday at the 
headquarters of the World Bank. The loan will 
carry interest at 13.5 per cent per annum and is 
repaya in !! years, meluding a four-year 
gace period, according to AP report from 
Washingt 

Tanta! is a tare metal, highly resistant to 
corrosion, used in chemical equipment and in 
surgical instruments 


The bank's International Finance Corpora. 
thon, which helps finance private industry, is 
jrung inan international group of 11 investors 
with a ban of USS$S3.S million 

In addition, [FC is buying a 12 per cent in 


terest in the plant with an investment of 
US$? 9 millior 
The new plant wil make it possible to 


export partly refined tantalum instead of the 
slag from tin mines that contains tantalum 

The project is expected to earn USS$I6 
millon a year in foreign exchange for Thailand 
32 million 


in. the first few vears and eventualls 


The Tha: tantalum project was launched in 


January, 1982. It consists of an electrosmelting 
plant using exclusive Starck process and a che. 
mical plant using liquid/liquid extraction tech. 
nique 


This combination will enable the company 
to process both high and low grade tantalum 
source materials, and make it only the second 
plant in the world to possess such a capacity. 

The technology for the project ey om 
by Mess Hermann C. Starck Berlin, a West Ger. 
man firm which is currently the world’s leading 
tantalum processor. 

The major consumer are the United States, 
Japan and West Germany. The project expects 
to produce about 300 tons a year, all to be ex. 
ported 


Other financters in the project ‘include West 
Germany's government bank for export and de. 
velopment assistance Kreditanstalt fur Wie. 


deraufbau (KfW) which approved a loan of 
DM10 million 

Production is scheduled to begin early next 
year 








\ i i‘ | b ‘ c i ine 
indi i \' ny tf irranye 
export credit tinancing tor tiv 
ect However, they asked me 
A ty pl ll can be scrapped 
lt ther \ ecause LOR 
ie that nmiitment with 

" ent ihe only lee 

A A\ . that th j ernment ma\ 
“oan indetinit clay to phase 


, 
ll simpiement 


Is that the only condition that ts 
holding the two banks from grant. 
ing the export credits 

| at inder tl mpression that us 


Hias government § support come in 
fhe formot sav. an mecrease in eX 


refinery price © 


Nom | yovernl nt has not 
ven TORC anv assistance. This is 
why tia crsona wainst ¢n 
{ ny tl OO O00 fine pet 
ft PORC TLis not completed 

[> 1s You see, the 

ind that f 

ri ¢ ACS. Tt? 


iratna by Kanitha Srisilpavongse] 


Whai is TORC's profit margin’ 
Approximately 15-16 


With 15-16% margin, will TOR 
be able to repay principal and in. 
terest on the loan’ 


LORC) is having some difticulties 
because bankers are not satistied 
with this figure) The margin is too 
thin tor their comfort and (TORC) 
may encounter turther problems 
and (protit margin) can possibly 
get lower. They (Bankers) would 
uke to see (TORCG) operate at a 


What percentage of margin would 
vou deem appropriate’ 

bor an industry such as this, 18 
20%o 1s reasonable 


How will TORC be expected io 
make that much if there is no 
change in the basis on which the 
ex-refinery price is assessed’ ( Ac. 
cording to the Post 14 September 
LYS?) JORG recently sent a letter 
fo the National Petroleum Policy 


(Committee (NPPC) asking them to 





fie pricing cxretinery od struc 
fure wm the hevgre ao? raining Us re 
fitting margin now at ws wery 
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Pe xcise duty and taxes) 


Kil the government resise the 
leirel of crvcive and fares collected 
on refined oil’ 

Both parties had agreed to that 


‘ 
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In short-run, how will the price of 
imported refined petroleum pro- 
ducts differ from the locally re 
fined products’ 

bhat pends on how much excise 


. the government decides to co! 


ld lie te ask again, why did the 
two hanks decide to finance 
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NPPC chaired bv the Prime Minis 


ter is Studying the tssuc 


What is the government policy con. 
cerning us degree of participation 
in the refining industry 

| don’t support (the idea that 
government increase its shares and 
turn a. privately-owned refining 
company into a state enterprise | 
am a omember of the NPPC If a 
member proposed that govern 
ment participation be increased, | 
will voice my disagreement. If the 
committee's consensus rule other 
wise, that’s another matter As 
things stanc the government has 
more than enough shares in oi 
efining industry (The govern 
ment on February, 1981 unilateral 
ly, terminated the lease agreement 
of the Bang Chak Od Refinery 
which ends in 1990 with Summit 
Oil On 26 December 1980, PT] 
acquired 49% of TORC’s register 
ed capital.) 


Caltex and Shell are reportedly 
interested in leasing the Bang 
Chak Refinery (Presently the 
Defense Ministry operates the 
refinery while PIT handles the 
financing, marketing and crude 
procurement } 

We have to wait and see. Bang 
Chak will continue to lose moneys 


because oO we loan tinancing 














costs IT was told that DED (the 
Detense Energy Department) bor 
rowed over 2.000 mullron baht as 
working capital when it took over 
the retinery [he Munistry of De 
tense and PII will have to decule 


which party will run the retinery 


Does that mean Bang Chak will 
continue 10 be government-owned’ 
(‘Sygh) lo be honest they 
haven't come up with a recom 
mendation, therctore, | can't real 
ly say anything 


Will the government sell or lease 
Bang Chak’ 

I can't tell you now. We will have 
to discuss which way we are going 
to take | support the move to let 
the private sector hold shares in 
the retinery 


Thank you. Ahun Ob & 
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MUST PAY MORE ROYALTIES 


THE offical Petroleum 
Committee on Friday 
peseed @ elern resolution 
or g thet Union 
Cni Co Thailand pay 
additional Trovyalliee 
leveed on neture! gar and 
condensate uction 
from the trow Era 
wan feid 

The resolution, the 
thord of tte kond by the 
comrtiee b0n reeponae 
to Umons second rejyec 
tron last month of a de 
mand for more than 100 
millon baht on roveltees 
Lhat the authoritees unaat 
are due 

The commuitiee. a ape 
ca) government body eet 
up to oversee mattere 
related to the ofuntry’s 
petroleum exploration 
warns the American con 
cessionaire to abide by 
the Petroleum Act by 
paving edditional roya! 
tees for production in the 
perod starting in May 
1¥RZ 

In the warning letter, 
to be waved eaon by the 
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under which sections of 
the Petroleum Act they 


view the yw 
obliged to pay roya! 
ties ing to an offi 
cal source 


In tte earler letter to 
the DMR, Union main- 
tained that it had strictly 
followed the royalty regu 
lations and was not sub 
ject to edditional royal! 
ties 

The company reef 
firmed that it war paying 
125% royalty on 
the “realieed sale prices” 
of natura! and con. 
denaate by ite ale 
buyer, the Petroleum Au- 


other hand, ineiets that it 
must pay royalties based 
on the ee ae 
stipulated in sales 
contract entered between 
PTT and Union 


The crus of this agree 
ment ie that PTT has 


THA LLAND 


since May 1¥82 unileter. 
ally reduced the gar and 
condensate payments wo 
Union by of the 


ing from the shortfal! 
eS coon 
able to agree on the 


resort to the of the 
Juridical Council for lew 
and contract interprete- 
tuons 








TW) rather drab figures 
ring ' forus the cen 
tral probtem Thailand 
faces tutay aa tt eewkes to 
juvenate its ¢ pmomy 

mithe recem battering 
§ worldwide recession 
No matter what the coun 
'ry may do te create a 
whole range of brand new 
edustries on the basis of 
TWe natural gas now flow 
wea in from offshore de 
‘ site theee hardly no 
tiied figures wiil till 
piay 42 major part in 
shaping the country s fu 
ure 
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stthe world « largest rice 
raporters, i hae in fart? 
taken the top spet in the 
set three care with «a 
ohare f one TITth in total 
sor'ld caper 
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“fi e«ehare mt si nation 
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The principal reason 
for ite Dbackwardness is 
the second figure show 
ma that Thailand usee 
ie 142 UT 4 of fertiliser 
per hectare, far leas than 
her major agricultural 
ecaporters in the region 
ihe Malayala (1.244 ke? 
Philippines (337 Kg) or 
Bri Lanka (770 kg) 

Despite the poor show 
na on these counts, Thal 
land has succeeded in 
raising its total farm out 
pul at an impressive rat 
of five per cent annually 
in the past 20 years, weil 
stove the average for the 
leas developed countries 
‘LIM s) 

This ts mainly the re 
sult of an extension of 
screage at four per cent a 
year. One result ie that 
rice ¢aports are now (we 
thirds higher than in 1976 
even though it te current 
ly adding a million to its 
population every year 
itut this can't go on. the 
rupert surplus ie bound 
ta diminish unteas rising 
yielde offset the rapidiy 
liminishing availability 

f virgin land 

Ldéke any other moder 

sing miry, Thailand 

arin raipect to stistain 
the momentum f ar wth 
from agriculture alone 
In fact the preponder 
soce of this sector hae al 
ready been aereatly di 
° ahecdd with te ehare 
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cullivated area consists 
f iand still gazetted as 
focests 

That apart, farmers 
logalor otherwise can- 
not make the change to 
new, high-ylelding seeds. 


The first constraint ts 
that only 20 per cent of 
the cullivated area ts 
presently irrigated In 
fact, assured year-round 
water is available only in 
4 quarter of the irrigated 
area The second is that 
the seed supply is woeful 
ly inadequate 

Finally, Thailand is 
trapped in the vicious cir 
cle of good crops leading 
to a fall in prices which, 
in turn, reduces sowing 
the next time around un 
til the price recovers 
igain 

In theory, the govern. 
ment is now offering 
price suppert by under 
taking to buy at previous 
ly announced rices. But 
as offictals themselves 
admit, this ts still not 
working too well 

Perhaps the biggest 
single disincentive to im- 
provements in padi 
yields is the policy of 
holding the Joasitia 
prices down through ex- 
port taxes or levies which 
have the effect of reduc- 
ing what an exporter 
earns 

Now the revenue bene 
fits quite small because 
of progressive reductions 
but the second consider- 
ation is still important. 
Incidentally, cheaper 
rice also benefits the ru- 
ral poor who usually 
have to supplement 
whatever padi they grow, 
or get as wages, by pur- 
chase from the market. 

But this benefit is coun- 
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terbalanced by the fact 
that low prices discour 
age intensive farming 
which would increase the 
demand for labour and 
hence raise the level of 
farm wages. 

Also to be noted i, the 
falling rate of ovtput 
growth for lack of iacen.- 
tives. If this trend contin- 
ues, the rice surplus wil! 
dwindle and prices go up 

causing distress to the 
poor and hurt to the eco- 
nomy. 

The government recog: 
nises that agricultural 

rowth has begun to slip. 

ts is brought out by 
slower increases in out- 
put since the late 1970s. 
This has led to a welcome 
shift in policies, starting 
with a commitment now 
to legalise cultivation of 
so-called forest land by 
issuing inheritable but 
non saleable “right to 
farm” certificates. 

There is also a plan un- 
der way to improve the 
supply of inputs — credit, 
seeds, marketing support 
and water = through im- 
provements in the irriga- 
tion infrastructure to get 
more out of it. 


Experience 


But the bulk of the re- 
sponsibility for providing 
credit and supplies is to 
be left to the private sec- 
tor. This means the big 
agri-business companies, 
including the one being 
set up to build the na- 
tion's first fertiliser 
plant. This, of course, is 
to be expected in a coun- 
try where the govern. 
ment has by choice held 
itself back from direct 
participation in econom.- 
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ic activity 

However.a parallel ap 
proach to rural devel 
ment is being adopted via 
fambon (sub-district, 
councils under a commu 
nity development pro 
Kramme aimed at some 
12,500 villages, a quarter 
of the total, which are in 
poverty stricken areas 
mainly in the northeast 

where commercial 
promotion of yield-rais- 
ing inputs will not work. 

Will the councils be 
able to deliver the goods? 

Judging by the expert- 
ence 30 far, they may in 
areas where the poverty 
problem is not too acute. 
The limited push that 
this approach provides 
may get them moving 
ahead 

But this won't happen 
in the nature of things 
where agronomic condi- 
tions — the quality of soil, 
for example are ad- 
verse. There is still no 
clear-cut plan to find al- 
ternatives to subsistence 
farming which, alas, fails 
to yield an adequate sub- 
sistence in such areas. 
These lie, as it happens, 
in a politically sensitive 
belt along the Laos-Bur- 
ma border. 

If the present effort to 
improve yields and in- 
come pass these areas 
by. 48 seems only tow like- 
ly, the regional dispari- 
ties which contribute to 
“tall oa tensions are 

yund to widen. The dan- 
gor is recognised in 

angkok but policy: mak- 
ers cling to the hope that 
progress in the promis- 
ing areas will rub off on 
the less fortunate ones. - 
Depthnews 








SECESSIONIST MOVEMENT IN SOUTH DISCUSSED, WAGES OF INSURGENTS NOTED 


Kuching SARAWAK TRIBUNE in English 28 Nov 83 p 13 


[Article by Jose Katigbak] 


[Text ] 


Thai secessionist re- 
bels fighting to establish 
an independent Muslim 
State in southern Thai- 
land have suffered a se- 
vere setback with the 
mass defection of about 
500 of their comrades. 

The Muslim defectors 
were among a group pf 
some 700 insurgents in- 
cluding communist gue- 
rrillas who formally 
surrendered in this 
southern town recently 
after receiving govern- 
ment assurances cf 
economic support. 

Maesek Romak, 31, 
who defected after nine 
years in the jungle, said: 
“I was tired of always 
being on the run.” 

The switch has not 
been too rewarding for 
him financially. 

“IT now have a job pa- 
ying me 2,000 bath 
(about 90 dollars) a 
month, much less than I 
was paid as a fighter. But 
at least I have my free- 
dom and I can be with 
my family,” he said. 
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He said there were se- 
veral Thai Muslim seces- 
sionist groups receiving 
aid and money from 
abroad but ideology and 
tactics kept them apart. 

Thai military sources 
said the support gene- 
rally came from militant 
Muslim groups in the 
Middle East, Libya and 
Malaysia. 

Thailand's five Mus- 
lims make up about 10 
per cent of the country’s 
predominantly Buddhist 
population. Most live in 
the south in the Muslim- 
majority provinces of 
Yala, Pattani, Narathi- 
wat and Satun and have 
a closer cultural affinity 
towards Malaysia. 

The struggle for sepa- 
ratism in southern Thai- 
land goes back centuries 
and has been fuelled by 
real or imagined grie- 
vances against the cen- 
tral government in 
Bangkok. 

Corruption, adminis- 
trative neglect, oppres- 
sion and attempts to di- 
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lute the Muslim charac- 
ter of the southern pro- 
cinces with officially- 
sponsored Buddhist 
immigration are some of 
the charges levelled 
ivainst the government 

\part trom the sepa- 
ratist rebels, guerrillas 
of the Communist Party 
ot Thasrland (CPT) and 
the banned Communist 
Party ot Malaya (CPM) 
iperate in the area. So 
do bandits and pirates 
and it rs often diffcult to 
know which group ts res- 
ponsible for any given 
crime 

Major-General Wan- 
char Chitchamnong, 
Commander of — the 
Fourth Army Region 
which comprises sou- 
thern Thailand, esti- 
mates the armed 
strength of the Muslim 
separatsts at 1,100, the 
CPT at 1,200 and the 
CPM at 1.500 

Luckily for the go- 
vernment the insurgent 
groups do not cooperate 
with each other. In fact 
long standing racial ani- 
mosity between the 
ethnic Chinese of the 
CPM and the Thai Mos- 
lems had led to open 
clashes sometimes. 

The CPM. although 
based in Thailand, con- 
centrates its attacks 
against Malaysian tern- 
tory 

General Wanchai 
considers the CPT the 
most dangerous threat 
because tt operates 
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throughout Thailand. In 
addition to its 1,200 
guerrillas in the south 
the CPT has about 1.800 
incurgents active in the 
north and northeast. 

At the height of its 
strength about 10 years 
ago the CPT had some 
13,000 men under arms. 

Military officials say 
much of the govern- 
ment’s success against 
the insurgents stems 
from a shift in strategy. 

Shortly after he took 
offices Prime Minister 
Prem Tinsulanonda or- 
dereg in April 1980 the 
elimination of United 
Front Movements and 
armed insurgent forces 
by socio-political and 
military means. 

‘Political actions are 
the governing factor and 
military operations must 
be conducted essentially 
to support and promote 
the political goal,”” he 
declared. 

in southern Thailand 
the government es- 
tablished the right of 
Muslims to follow Is- 
lamic laws in ct 
vil,affairs, reflecting 
official recognition of 
the different traditions 
and culture of Thai Mus- 
lims. 

In Muslim-majority 
provinces, Muslims 
were exempted from 
common Thai laws on 
marriage, divorce, birth 
registration and other 
civil matters. 

The iniake of Muslims 
for government jobs and 





the police force was also 
increased 

Military sources in the 
south give much of the 
credit for the recent 
mass surrender of insur- 
gents to General: 
Harn Leenanond, 
former Commander of 
the Fourth Army Re- 
gion, who was assigned 
to a staff job in Bangkok 
last month in the annual 
military reshuffle. 

He instituted what he 
called a “Tai Romyen” 
(Peaceful South) policy 
which stressed improve- 
ments in the democratic 
system, law and order 
and economic condi- 
tions. 

The outspoken Harn 
was relieved of his com- 

mand because of per- 
sonality differences with 
Supreme Commander 
and Army Chief Gene- 
ral Arthit Kamlang-Ek, 
according to military 
sources. 

When Arthit presided 
over the mass surrender 
ceremony he paid 
homage to Buddhist 
monks and Muslim mul- 
lahs and his speech in 
Thai was translated into 
Malay, reflecting the 
dual character of south- 
ern Thailand. 

The surrender ce- 
remony was significant 
because it was the first to 
take place in the south. 
Mass CPT surrenders 
have taken place in the 
north and northeast. — 
Reuter 














MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CHECKPOINT PERSONNEL PRAISED FOR CATCHING SMUGGLERS 
Hanoi TIEN PHONG in Vietnamese No 47, 22-28 Nov 83 p 6 
[Article by Dinh Kim Anh: “No One Slips Through the Net" ] 


[Text] The sky was as dark as ink. The rain was incessant. There was no 
traffic on the road. Huddling in the guardhouse, Dung asked Pham Lai, “What 
time is it, ‘commander'?" "2200 hours." Shrugging his shoulders, Dung said, 
"In such cold rain, it's wonderful to be able to stay inside for a while!" 


"Only 2 more hours and our shift will be over....” Before he had finished 
speaking, headlights coming from the direction of Tay Ninh shone through the 
thick sheets of rain. Lai and Dung quickly straightened up their uniforms and 
went out to their position. 


Two trucks traveling from Tay Ninh to Ho Chi Minh City slowed down and stopped 
at the checkpoint. The two drivers opened the doors of their trucks and jumped 
down. One of them thrust a package of Capstan cigarettes toward Lai and Dung 
and said, “It's cold. Smoke some cigarettes to warm up your insides.” "What 
are you carrying?" asked Pham Lai. "We're carrying rocks to Saigon, as stated 
on our papers.” “If the trucks are carrying rocks, why must they be covered so 
carefully?" thought Dung. He squeezed Lai's hand. Both of the young public 
security policemen had noted that suspicious detail. 


In the rain Dung went with Pham The Anh, driver of truck 70A3572, to carry out 
an inspection. Seeing a bulging backpack in the cab, Dung asked, “What's in 
the backpack?" “Clothing and some persor2l1 items," replied Anh, who quickly 
took a package of cigarettes from his poset and offered it to Dung. Dung 
refused very politely, “Excuse me, I'm very busy." 


When he inspected the backpack, Dung discovered seven kilograms of MSG hidden 
between layers of old clothes. Pham The Anh smiled tightly and said, "I have 
only a few kilos to earn money to buy food and drink along the way. Give me a 
break...." As he spoke, Pham The Anh slipped 1,000 dong into Dung's hand. 
"Take this, instead of fining me!" 


The bribe offered by Pham The Anh further increased Dung's suspicion about the 
two trucks “carrying rocks." He pushed away the hand of the driver who was 
trying to stuff money into his pocket and invited him into the guardhouse. 
There the truth was brought to light: in addition to the seven kilograms of MSG 
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beneath layers of rocks on the trucks there were sandbags and 


ers tull of MSC, Camay soap, cosmetics, “weight-gaining”™ tonic, 
ettes, tilter-tip cigarettes, etc. In all, the luxury goods were 
than GOC,000 dong. Faced with such clear evidence and the ffirnr 
Ctitucd fham Lai and Le Van Dung, Pham The Anh had to sign a report 


it he had misused a state facility to illegally transport goods. 
roods were confiscated. 


\t one tive there often appeared on that stretch of road a young girl with an 
| tace, a pretty nose, black eyes, and hair hanging down to her 
. «there was always a smile on her lips. She introduced herself as 


‘ , ’ , ; } ,¥ 
ii i s Waibve 


‘ost ot the industrial-commercial tax personnel of the checkpoint were young 


PN. | uid they not but be won over by the girl's beauty? 

‘ 
nce Neuven Thanh Nhan looked at that “girl student" and suddenly thought, “why 
loes she sometimes appear unhindered but other times appear as ‘bloated’ as the 
erchants who conceal goods on themselves in order to slip past the 
checkpoint?" 
Nhan's suspicion proved to be correct: inside the white “ao dai” and loose 


itin pants ot the “comely" Miss Hong there were ten meters of foreign cloth 
he had wrapped the cloth around her body). 


en her method of “transporting goods" was exposed, Nguyen Thi Hong used 
another method: she colluded with credulous troops and disabled veterans who 
transported goods for her. Comrade X, a Step-4 disabled veteran, admitted that 
"She hitched a ride and appeared to be very sweet, Because we were easygoing 
' credulous, many of us ‘volunteered’ to transport smuggled goods for her." 


The third time, Hong was caught red-handed with 18 kilograms of MSG, hidden in 
baskets tull of bottles, scrap copper and brass, rubber, etc. Like the other 
blackmarketers, she used all kinds of tricks and schemes, hut all were 
liscovered by the vigilant cadres and men of the Suoi Sau checkpoint and a 

ree ot voung collaborators around the station. 


he Suoi Sau joint control station is situated on an important artery between 
i Minh Citv and Tay Ninh Province. On that route smugglers take gold to 
the border to exchange for contraband goods to bring back to the city. They 


et up tightly organized smuggling rings and seek all ways to bribe the 
personnel manning the checkpoint. They use money, gold, and women to bribe 
them and also use violence (once they used a truck to knock down a barrier and 
1 suardhouse, and on another occasion they kidnapped personnel on duty and 
released them far from the checkpoint). 


However, during the past 4 years the cadres and men of the Suoi Sau checkpoint 
-~ lf young party members and Youth Union members -- have stood their ground at 
their tightine position. The checkpoint has made arrests in thousands of 

1 ing incidents and has confiscated for the state poods valued at hundreds 
of riilions of dong. In September and the first half of October 1983 the 
checkpoint made arrests in 1,200 incidents and collected for the public 
treasurv more than 20 million dong. 











A young enlisted man, Le Van Yen, said that “When I first arrived at the 
checkpoint, at times I thought that I was too ‘heavy-handed,’ but the more 
contact I had with them the more I realized the nature of the smugglers. They 
stopped at nothing to benefit themselves. Actuality has demonstrated that a 
large number of them not only seek to make money but also to sabotage our 
country’s economy. Therefore, we always maintain the attitude of Youth Union 
members. 


In addition to their activities in the unit, the cadres and men of the Suoi Sau 
checkpoint operate jointly with the public security, tax, and military control 
elements in “unifying with and assisting one another so that no smuggler can 
slip throughthe net, and maintaining the purity of cadres, party members, and 
Youth Union members." That is a rule that has been observed by the Suoi Sau 
joint checkpoint. 


5616 
CSO: 4209/93 
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ADVERSE INFLUENCE OF EMIGRE VIETNAMESE MUSIC DECRIED 
Hanoi VAN HOA NGHE THUAT in Vietnamese No 9, Sep 83 pp 24-26, 52 


[Article by Thanh Hai and Vu Hanh Hien: “Emigre Musics: Its Subversive Nature 
and Activity" ] 

(Text ] During the past several years the so-called “artists” who abandoned the 
homeland and fled abroad have been rapidly brought together, especially the 
musicians and singers. It is easily understood that people can sing anywhere 
and that their singing can be broadcast or can, by many other means, without 
much difficult return to affect the people who remained behind. And what have 
thev sung? The first thing they have done is to boisterously restore and 
toster the songs of the old Saigon, which was a period of slavery and 
lecadence. The new musical works have been developed in the following 
lirections: beginning with laments over losses, then to remembrance and rancor; 
and once their ranks were reorganized, the songs were transformed into 
provocations and appeals for thoughts and acts against our people's preat 
undertaking, of constructing their country and socialism, and cynically 
supported the insidious plots of the international reactionaries, It must be 
added that in addition to plying their artistic trades the musical citcles, 
especially some people who were famous during the Saigon people, can find 
additional employment by doing advertisements for businessmen. Read a few 
lines from an advertisement in the 5 November 1982 issue of the magazine THOI 
NAY HAI NGOAT: “I, Le Thu, have the honor of introducing to my fellow 
‘countrymen the Wai Wai supermarket, which I adore. It has high standards: 
tresh vegetables, all kinds of fruit, and 100 percent pure, fresh meat. It has 
a complete line of Oriental food. But above all it treats you as compatriots. 
fhe service personnel are very courteous and ensure the customers’ rights to 
the maximum. Especially, the Wai Wai supermarket has created a warm feeling in 
Vietnamese circles. It is famous tor keeping promises and are praised for the 
juality of their goods and their reasonable prices. Le Thu hopes that you will 
be satisfied when you visit and shop at the Wai Wai supermarket.” 


Here is Viet Dung, another person whose name was known in the old Saigon: “I, 
Viet Dung, respectfully introduce the Wai Wai fresh meat department, which has 
the highest meat standards. Furthermore, in my opinion the Wai Wai supermarket 
has a complete line of goods and low prices, and we should all try it!" 


th modern audio technology and a wily commercial artistic mind, not only 
during, the first years after the historic date of 30 April 1973 but even now, 
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in the hest there have continually been brought back to life the sounds of the 
suffocation that had been created in the spiritual lies of Saigonese. They 
include love songs, obscene songs, sidewalk songs, “The Sorrows of Youth, Let 
Me Sing These Words, Crush the Myrtle Petals, Don't Deceive Fach Other, etc.", 
the works of Thanh Tuyen, Hoang Oanh, Thanh Thuy, Le Thu, Elvis Phuong, Cathy 
Hue, etc. That working method easily brings about many results. First of all, 
it enables even people who have just arrived at a strange tar-away place after 
abandoning their homeland to immediately “find themselves.” Furtherrore, if 
those products are sneaked into Vietnam they will help bring back the old way 
of life and erase the boundary between the spiritual lives of the two regimes, 
which are completely different in nature. It will seek allies -- i.e. people 
who refuse to change -- in a country that has been completely liberated. At 
first the new musical works were lamentations. April 30th, of course, was a 
day of panic-stricken collapse for the people who followed the imperialists and 
betrayed the homeland, and was a complete loss for artists of the Pham Duy and 
Hoang Thi Tho variety. Let us listen to their lamentations in a “Sad 
Evacuation” musical program in the singing of Khanh Ly: "Oh Saigon! I've lost 
the good old times. Now the memories live in me, broken smiles on my lips, 
love-sick tears.” Recently, in the Phuong Nga 2 tape (Phuong Nga -- a familiar 
name invented by a psywar organ during the puppet period): “I want to believe 
that life is like a page in a textbook, something as carefree as a kite flying 
in the wind, like a grapefruit, a fig, and the sound of wooden clogs resounding 
merrily on the deserted noon-time streets. Thus our immortal world collapsed, 
like a kind person who met with an ill fate.” The person who manages Phuong 
Nga and a center for recording and publishing music “overseas" said that “he, 
Neuyen Ngoc Hoang, the director, and Pham Duy and Duy Quang (Pham Duy's son and 
a person who writes mediocre songs), composers, along with Hoang My Anh, have 
assembled a group of performing artists.” 


The artists who went abroad quickly exploited the memory of people who 
foolishly abandoned their families and their homeland to serve their commercial 
artistic goals above all (in the press they have already begun *.. bite one 
another over money). For example, one swindler exposed the scheme of Viet Dinh 
and his son Viet Phuong, and exposed the mercenary political activities of Vo 
Dai Ton). Memory is covered with such colorful words as "Oh Saigon! When the 
city was in a hubbub, in the happiness and salutations that entire many-hued 
life is no more. Those who left remember the long rows of tamarind trees, when 
the flowers in the part lost their petals. Our deep dream has ended, our life 
is empty.” Remembrance of the past in a crisis is natural, but that memory has 
begun to be criss-crossed with sentimental bullets which are fired back at the 
homeland: “Since I[*ve been gone Le Thanh Ton and Cong Ly have been deserted, 
Ban Co cries for Tu Xuong, the Hien Vuong area has fallen apart.” Perhaps in 
all the wickedness and all the cruelty are represented in the singing style of 
a youth in the song “Greetings to the Homeland": “I've sent you a pair of 
jeans. Sell them to support mother.” Now it seems that the ranks of those 
reactionary artists have been organized and display clear viewpoints about what 
they are singing and for whom they are singing. Let's listen to the beginning 
of the Phuong Nha 3 tapes: “Phuong Nga 3 comes to you with all fond memories of 
the homeland of a group of artists who voluntarily serve the artistic line of 
struggling for the recovery of Vietnam.” Thus the composition of “Black 30 
April” by Pham Duy. They were not only rancorous but were slogans which opposed 
the homeland and were composed to fill orders placed by the imperialists. Hung 
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Luo! t I ‘ wri I 9 J 

activit ft the re tior \ 11 Ton ar } rts, the 
“Ho and’? opr ' t Dy rance ot Npguvet Anh, : nm in the 
o] i Me ear ft t ‘ i child ho T z ee z 

very litt t the omeiand. Her voice 1s not t 

activit re rather clamorous and truculent. he listen 1% t nhs 
"Neuyet Ar nnot kill enemy troops by means ot 1 im ; is 

son an ic written by mv tears, brain, and |! rt, t f if 
hatred in t hearts of expatriot Vietnamese, fturth trey i t Pe Ol 
those wi ! till in the homeland, and light the reh of tr le r the 

rp lorior of returt ir people.” We wouldn IT} t rn who 
put those wor 1} tuyet Anh*s mouth. What car ing, of ? mal 
Singers 4 nce thev ha uny, on the street Ol ld Ligon t Chie eCnormous 
presence of the Americans, with billions of dollars of U.S. ai t li- 
mighty Aner n advisers, with half a million U.‘ troops armed to the teeth 
with modern weapons, with bases all over the South, etc. esp ll that the 
Americans themselves had to run awav and follow behind Vietnamese 1 who 
fled, including, people who call themselves emigre artists an int to express 
their emotions in song: Previously, in the quarterly publication TRI)? iY, 
published in Saigon in 1970, a well-known intellectual wrote, “It would be an 
illusion tor all non-communist people to think that they could do anything in 
the hairv embrace of the Americans.” It is certain that su usicians and 
singers at not o blin that thev can harbor such an illu: lle People no 
lived tor a long time in the old Salgon, even though they knew them onlv 
superficially, know that they are prostitutes who ply their trade in the U.S. 
By doin they profit in two wayss they earn a living a: continue to 

insane 1\ upe the homeland as if that were their nature, a nature that is 
nourished and forged by the imperialists, in order to produc uch types of 
music as “Sad Evacuees," “A Flood of Refugees,” “Sing, for the People Left 
Behind,” “A 1 Lite,” “People Far From Their Country,” etc., along with a 
psycholorical wartare tone, as we have seen in the rarbare « the slave culture 
that landed along with the U.S. aggressor troops in the Sout n the past. 

The people of lio Chi Ninh City who have consciousness of revolutionary 
Vigilance cannot think that it is acceptable to listen to VOA programs (Voice 
of America music programs by Vietnamese abroad) for artistic enjoyment or 
relaxation. The enemy are aware of the old habits of some of the city's people 
and the curiosity and naivetee of youths toward the VOA's “tond remembrances" 
programs of music which 1s as soft as velvet but which inwat y features a 
Neguyet Anh who only sings when she stands under the yellow tlag with three red 
Stripes (that singer muttered during such a VOA program that he was a Hung 
Cuong, who inspired commandos like Vo Dai Ton, whom we discovered as soon as he 
left the U.S.: “Go back to Vietnam, go back to offer your i ils and 
courape@...ee All over the countrv national restoration f lars e flving!" 

hings sent from abroad, especially from the Western countri » cannot be 
regarded as leiters and pgpifts which are sentimental or hel) 17 imillies, for 
we know that our cultural protection personnel, with a stror en of 
responsibility and professional experience, have discovere one the piles of 
tangled tape -- which supposedly were being used as packir aterial in parcels 
sent from abroad -- songs which encourage people to flee abroad, accompanied by 
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a plec ‘ paper brazenly instructing the recipient to “Only listen to the tape 
at !? te. n*t allow anyone to borrow it or rerecord it because that would 
endanver the tarnily.e You should remember that the music was recorded in the 
U.S. and i nti-cormmunist.” One gift parcel sent to a family on Cach Mang 
Thang Ta treet included 200 leaflets by the so-called Vietnamese 

Revolutionary Youth Moverent orpanization calling tor the overthrow of the 
people’s administration. The lack of vigilance toward those infiltration 

routes ha nsiderably damaged the great undertaking of constructing and 


lefending the homeland and building a new cultural tradition. Ho Chi Minh 
City, a ne of the economic, cultural, and international commerce centers, is 
making, very preat ettorts to fully manifest the humanitarian spirit of the 
party and state in allowing, people abroad who lived in Vietnam prior to 1975 to 
return to the honeland, expand the exchange of letters and cultural products 
with foreisn countries (at present the municipality has internatior21 postal 
relatior sith more than 150 countries), allow the sending of lette. and gifts 
from abroal, and allow Vietnamese abroad to work in or visit their homeland. 
Prior to 1?#2, on the average about 2,500 households a month received cultural 
products sent from abroad, a considerable amount of which violated state laws. 
Althourh they were sent in many different forms and by many sophisticated 
schemes, we promptly stopped them. Some of those criminal gifts were brought 
in in diploratic lupeage or in the pockets of Vietnamese who returned from 
abroad to visit their homeland. They were disguised as packaging, recorded 
alone with messares of greetings, recorded in the middle of supposedly 
unrecorded tapes, or mixed in with cloth and paper used to protect the contents 
of packares. Some bad cultural products are brought back by undisciplined 
cadres, workers, and civil servants, are smuggled in aboard ships, are brought 
into Vietnar across the border, etc. 


In 1982, %,-00 itens were contiscated because they clearly served the 
subversive plots of the international reactionaries and did not benefit our 
country's pure artist‘ec tradition. They included 1,521 recorded tapes, 1,261 
books and rmaravines, 33 records, etc. 


fierce class strugele is taking place in Ho Chi Minh City. Culture and art 
are also a complicated front. In order to prevent cultural-artistic sabotage 
from abroad, more than the efforts of the cultural cadres at the ports of entry 
are required. “any sectors and echelons are responsible for enforcing state 
laws and tor helping evervone to strengthen their consciousness of 
revolutionary vigilance and continually improve themselves, and for helping the 
people sympathize with and understand revolutionary culture and socialist 
culture. It the body is healthy, disease-causing microbes cannot easily 


ae ,* 
penetrate a - @ 
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IANOT WARD PRAISED FOR ELIMINATING SUPERSTITION, DECADENT CULTURE 
Hanoi VAN HOA NGHE THUAT in Vietnamese No 10, Oct 83 pp 21-22 


[Article by Hai Hat “Eliminating Cultural Poison in a Suburban Area” } 

[Text | Ha Ba Trung hard in Hanoi has 23 subwards, two-thrids of which are 
suburban areas and workers’ districts, with a total population of 230,000 
people. Located ir the ward are the Polytechnic College, the 8-3 Textile Nill, 
the Thong Nhat electrical machinery factory, the Hai Ba Trung temple -- a 
tamous historical site in our country -- etc. In addition to those 
installations, in which we can take pride, there are unwholesome activities, 
especially with regard to lite styles, interpersonal relations, etc. The Gioi 
Market area is representative, 


In addition, recently, because on many streets in there ward the people have 
taken up buying and selling and have opened stores, some people even make 
cultural activities sources of illegal income. A considerable number of such 
nerative phenomena have arisen, some of which are serious enough to merit 
attention. For example, 35 private temples in the subwards continually held 
ancestor worship ceremonies. Nearly 20 specialized spiritualists earned their 
livings from such temples. That did not include the physiognomy, astrology, 
fortunetelling, astrology diarv-writing, votive paper-making, and other 
activities, of other people. Those negative phenomena infected and drew in a 
number of degenerate state cadres and personnel. For example, a deputy 
planning office head of the Dong Xuan knitting mill, who lives on the second 
tloor of No 26 Lo Duc Street, resigned because of ill health and set up a 
temple at home. Another person, the director of the 8-3 Textile Mill in Bach 
Dane Ward, also retired early and set aside 12 square meters in his home to set 
up a temple and practice spiritualism. Those who specialized in spreading 
superstition encouraged people to worship ancestors and call forth souls in 
order to bring in money and offerings. On the average, each seance cost more 
than 500 dong. Fvery vear each private temple brought in about 500,000 dong. 
Many people who engaged in superstitious trades became visibly rich. 





People who surreptitiously dealt in the various kinds of blackmarket cultural 
products, from forbidden books to reactionary, decadent music tapes and 
records, also caused considerable harm and adversely affected the morale, 
thought, and way of life of the workers. At one time, people who sold tape 
recorders, cassette radios, music tapes, and records at Gioi Market openly 
plaved all kinds of music, which deafened the ears and pained the brain. In 
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the market area there were “rings” which snuggled music tapes from Ho Chi Minh 


Citv and trom ocean-poing, ships at Hai Phong, and even from Laos. A 
considerable number of such devilish music tapes were supplied to a rather 
large number of the 2,500 family-owned tape recorders and cassette radios of 
which the ward cultural section is aware. 


The unwholesome development of that situation set forth an urgent mission for 
the people who manage society anu the sectors, especially the ward cultural 
sector: wiping out and eliminating the venom of those decadent, reactionary 
cultural products. With the slogan of doing a thorough job and striking at the 
right targets, the ward and subward governmental administrations, with close 
coordination among, the sectors, from the public security sector to the tax 
sector, and with the ward and subward cultural- information sections playing 
the hard-core, staff role, within a brief period of time basic investigations 
revealed the number of people and facilities involved in superstition trades, 
private temples, stores that rented out wedding clothing and dealt in cultural 
products, etc., so that they could be categorized and in order to determine 
ways to deal with them. The time had come when it was necessary to restore 
order in cultural activities for the people. Those who profited from illegal 
activity could not brazenly challenge the law. The people who illegally dealt 
in music tapes and records at the Gioi Market were dealt with severely. The 
rovernmental administration of Pho Hue Subward confiscated hundreds of 
poisonous music tapes and records. As of June 1983 the ward had confiscated 
nearly 3,000 reactionary, decadent music tapes and records. 


Attention had to be paid to examining the seemingly innocuous selling of 
publications. In fact, in the course of an investigation of store owner Neguyen 
Tri Phuc, a secondary school teacher who resigned because of ill health and 
registered to sell sundry goods at No 11 Truong Dinh St., the cadres 
centiscated nearly 800 textbooks which had not yet been published, more than 
1,500 music magazines which had been provided by the Soviet Union and had been 
slipped out trom the state sector, more than 70 kilograms of graph paper and 
white coated paper, many rare books, and many foreign cinema magazines the 
circulation of which is forbidden. At that time the private book stores on Ngo 
Thi Nham Street were also inspected. The people carrying out the inspection 
contiscated 1,700 forbidden books, a large number of forms and white paper 
sneaked out of state warehouses, etc. 


In comparison to the struggle against decadent cultural products and illegal 
activities in the selling of publications, the struggle against superstition is 
more complicated. The subwards in the ward have organized a working method 
that is appropriate to the characteristics and situation of each place. Le Dai 
Hanh Subward, a model not only for the word but also for the municipality of 
Hanoi in opposing superstition, has attained good results. Comrade Pham Hong 
Dung, deputy chairman of the People's Committee; comrade Hong Nguyen, head of 
the subward culture-information section; and Mr. Long, a retired cultural cadre 
who is very active at the basic level, worked together to propagandize and 
explain to manv people the stands and policies of the party and state regarding 
opposition to superstition, which caused them to happily and voluntarily tear 
down their temples. The cultural cadres there also composed more than 30 songs 
and 20 posters opposing superstition. Some 900 items confiscated from people 
who deliberately engaged in illegal trades were displayed at the basic level. 
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Those things created among the working people a spirit of eliminating 


superstition. In Dong Tam Subward, Dang Trong An, a member of tlie ward party 
committee, chairman of the subward people’s committee, and head of the guidance 
committee of the campaign to achieve a new way of life, organized and directly 


participated in that work. The action slogan of the cadres there is both 
resolutely campaigning for the people to oppose superstition and resolutely 
dealing with people who engage in illegal trades and deliberately ignore public 
opinion. The strict punishment of Pham Van Nghe, of 161 Dai La Street, for 
holding seances as his home, had a deterrent and exemplary effect on the 
others, and also supporting the masses who criticize those evils. The guidance 
committee of the campaign to achieve a new way of life in Dong Tam Subward 
assembled many items that had been confiscated in trials and displayed them at 
the basic level. That had a good propaganda effect among the people with 
regard to the implementation of the state laws regarding the defense of freedon 
of religion and opposition to superstition. 


The methods of Le Dai Hanh and Dong Tam subwards were among the many different 
nethods of many subwards in Ha Ba Trung Ward. 


At present, although some bad people continue to operate surreptitiously, in 
general the situation in the ward in that wholesome cultural life has been 
restored. In order to consolidate the results that have been attained, the 
campaign to eliminate cultural venom there is continuing. The people who have 
contributed must effort to bringing about those results are the information- 
cultural sections from the ward level down to the subward level and the ward 
public security forces. 


At present, in addition to “opposition” the governmental administrations and 
cultural cadres there are concentrating on “construction.” That is a matter of 
urgently equipping the ward cultural center with highly valuable equipment in 
order to bring it into operation to serve the people, promoting the movement 
to build new culture families and maintain sanitation in the city and in public 
places, etc. The correct work of Hai Ba Trung Ward has provided good 
experience for the other places. 


5616 
CSO: 4209/93 


102 














INFORMATION ON VLETNAMESE PERSONALITIES 


[The following information on Vietnamese personalities has been extracted from 
Vietnamese-language sources published in Hanoi, unless otherwise indicated. 
Asterisked job title indicates that this is the first known press reference to 
this individual functioning in this capacity. ] 


\ / 
Vddng Dinh Ai [VUWOWNG DINH AIS] Catholic priest 


*"Vice chairman of the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics; 
his name was on a list of officials which appeared in the cited source. 
(CHINH NGHIA 20 Nov 83 p 2) 

wv 


sy 
Neuyen Thai Ba [NCLYEENX THAIS BAS] Catholic priest 


*Secretary general of the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese 
Catholics; his name appeared on a list of his committee's officials. (CHINH NGHIA 
20 Nov 83 p 2) 


x 1 
Mai Van Bay [MAIL VAWN BAYR] 


Secretary of the Ho Chi Minh City Trade Union Federation; his article on trade 
union organization in reeducating and building Ho Chi Minh City appeared in the 
cited source. (NHAN DAN 21 Nov 83 p 3) 


‘ 
Vdohg Dinh Bich [VUWOWNG DINH BICHS) Catholic priest 


*‘Deputy secfetary general of tie Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese 
Catholics; his name appeared on a list of his cc: mittee'’s officials. (CHINH NGHIA 
20 Nov 83 p 2) 

an, 
Trddng Ba Can [TRUWOWNG BAS CAANF) Catholic priest 
Vice chairman of the Fatherland Front Committee, Ho Chi Minh City; standing 
member of the Nationa’ Catholic Liaison Committee; he was listed in the cited 


source as a member o! the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese 
Catholics. (CHINH NGIi1LA 20 Nov 83 p 2) 


Le Thanh Cohg [LEE THANHF COONG] 


Vice minister of culture; on 2 Decenber 1983 he attended a meeting between 
Nguyen Huu Tho and a Kampuchean artistic troupe. (NHAN DAN 5 Dec 83 p 1) 
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L@ Quang Sao [LEE QUANG DAOJ] 


Member of the Secretariat of the VCP Central Committee; recently he attended a 
Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union conference on building a cultural lifestyle 
for youths. (NHAN DAN 30 Nov 83 p 3) 


r/ 
Nguyén Dang [NGUYEENX DAWNGJ ] 
& 


*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Photographers Association; his election 
to this position was announced in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 10 Nov 83 p 1) 


4 
Dudng Ngoc Duc [ZUWOWNG NGOCJ DUWCS] 


*Secretary general of the Vietnam Stage Artists Association; his election to 
this position was reported in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 25 Nov 83 p 1) 


wv 4 \ 
Vu Thai Hoa’ {VUX THAIS HOAF] 


*Deputy secretary general of the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese 
Catholics; his name appeared on a list of his committee's officials. 
(CHLINH NGHIA 20 Nov 83 p 2) 


} 
Cao Pac Hung [CAO DAWCS HUWNG] 


*Ambassador to Sweden; recently he was present during talks between visiting 
Foreign Vice Minister Ha Van Lau and Swedish officials. (NHAN DAN 21 Nov 83 p 4) 


-L 
Cao Xuan Huddng [CAO XUAAN HUWOWNGR] 


*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Architects Association; his/her election 
to this position was announced in the cites source. (NHAN DAN 28 Nov 83 p 4) 


. A 
Pham Van Kham [PHAMJ VAWN KHAAM] 
eo 


*Deputy secretary general of the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese 
Catholics; his name appeared on a list of his committee's officials. (CHINH NGHIA 
20 Nov 83 p 2) 

“v 


A 
Nguyen Ngoc Khoi [NGUYEENX NGOCJ KHOOT] 


*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Architects Association; his/her election 
to this position was announced in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 28 Nov 83 p 4) 


‘\ 
Hoang Linh [HOANGF LINH] 
*Secretary general of the Vietnam-Laos Friendship Association; on 1 December 1983 


he attended the opening of an exhibit of paintings of Laos by PAVN artists. 
(NHAN DAN 2 Dec 83 p 4) 
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A 
Neuyen Trdc Luyen [NCUYEENX TRUWCJ LUYEENJ] 
a — 
*Secretary general ot the Vietnam Architects Association; his election to this 
position was announced in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 28 Nov 83 p 4) 


Le Van Ludng [LEE VAWN LUWOWNG] 


Member of the VCP Central Committee; secretary of the VCP Committee, Hanoi 
Municipality; on 2-3 December 1983 he attended the 10th Congress of the 
Hanoi Fatherland Front Committee. (NHAN DAN 4 Dec 83 p 4) 


Huynh COng Minh [HUYNHF COONG MINH] Catholic priest 


Vice chairman of the Ho Chi Minh City Catholic Mobilization Committee; *vice 
chairman of the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics; 
his name was on a list of officials reported in the cited source. (CHINH NCHIA 
20 Nov 83 p 2) 


/ 
Pham Quang Phuddc [PHAMJ QUANG PHUWOWCS] Catholic priest 
6 
Member of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front;*Deputy chairman of ° 
the Catholics tor Peace Council; *Vice chairman of the Committee for Solidarity 
of Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics; his name was on the list of his committee's 
officials. (CHINH NGHIA 20 Nov 83 p 2) 
/ 
r 
Pham Khac Quang [PHAMJ KHAWCS QUANGR] Professor, Doctor 


Chairman of the Hanoi Fatherland Front Committee; on 2-3 December 1983 he attended 
his committee's 10th Congress and was reelected to his position. (NHAN DAN 
4 Dec 83 p 4) 
A... A cae oe 
Nguyen Kim Sen [NGUYEENX KIM SEENS] 


*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Architects Association; his election 
to this position was announced in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 28 Nov 83 p 4) 


Pham Van Toan [PHAMJ VAWN TOANR] Professor 

@ 
Vice chairman of the Catholic Liaison Committee, Hanoi; *deputy secretary 
general of the Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics ; 
his name appeared on a list of his committee's officials. (CHINH NGHIA 
20 Nov 83 p 2) 
Piuh Ngoc Thang [DINH NGOCJ THOONG] 

e 


*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Photographers Association; his election 
to this position was announced in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 10 Nov 83 p 1) 


Hoang Td Trai [HOANGF TUW TRAT] 


*Secretary general of the Vietnam Photographers Association; his election to this 
position was announced in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 10 Nov 83 p 1) 
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fran Van Trinh (TRAANF VAWN TRINH] deceased 


Member of the Indochina Communist Party in 1930; former member of the VCP Committee, 
Ha Tinh Province; deputy head of the Vietnam Revolution Museum; born in 1909 

in Duc Tho District, Nghe Tinh Province, he had been active in the revolution 

since 1929; he was in retirement at the time of his death on 2 December 1983. 

(NHAN DAN 3 Dec 83 p 4) 


Vo Thanh Trinh [VOX THANHF TRINH] Catholic priest 


Vice chairman of the National Assembly; member cf the Standing Committee of the 
National Catholic Liaison Committee; chairman of the Ho Chi Minh City Catholic 
Mobilization Committee; *vice chairman of the Committee for Solidarity for 
Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics; his name was on the list of his committee's 
officials. (CHINH NGHIA 20 Nov 83 p 2) 


\ 
Xuan Trinh [XUAAN TRINHF] 


*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Stage Artists Association; his eiection 
to this position was reported in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 25 Nov 83 p 1) 


\ 
Pham Ngoc Truyen [PHAMJ NGOCJ TRUYEENF] 
*Deputy secretary general of the Vietnam Stage Artists Association; his election 
to this position was reported in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 25 Nov 83 p 1) 


i. \ 
Phan Khac Td [PHAN KHAWCS TUWF] Catholic priest 


*Secretary general of the Catholic Mobilization Committee, Ho Chi Minh City; 
he was listed on the cited source as a member of the Secretariat of the 
Committee for Solidarity of Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics. (CHINH NGHIA 
20 Nov 83 p 2) 

rv 


/ 
Nguyen The Vinh [NGUYEENX THEES VINHJ] Catholic priest 
a 


Member of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front; chairman of the National 
Catholic Liaison Committee; *chairman of the Committee for Solidarity of 
Patriotic Vietnamese Catholics; his name was on the list of his committee's 
officials. (CHINH NGHIA 20 Nov 83 p 2) 


CSO: 4209/114 END 
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